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AUTHOR’S NOTE.

Tam following Lectures were prepared at the invita-
tion of the honored Professors in the Theological Semi-
nary at Princeton, New Jersey, to be delivered on what
is there known as the L. P. Stone Foundation. They
were subsequently delivered before the Lowell Institute
in Boston ; and three of them, the third, fourth, and
seventh, have since been read at the Johns Hopkins
University, in Baltimore.

The course was at first designed to embrace only six
Lectures ; and the writer has sometimes regretted that
the primary plan had not been adhered to, — two, of the
briefer course, being devoted perhaps to each of three
of the greater Church Fathers, as to Chrysostom and
Augustine, representing, respectively, the Eastern and
the Western Church of the earlier period, with Ber-
nard, representing the mediseval period. Having begun,
however, with Bernard, on account of more recent
familiarity with his writings and his work, the lecturer
soon discovered that the entire series would be needed
to set forth the great Abbot in any tolerable complete-
ness ; and other possible subjects were accordingly
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postponed, for a leisure which is now quite certain not
to come.

It further became evident, as the effort to exhibit
Bernard was pursued, that in order to any sufficient
delineation of the man and his career, it was indispen-
sable to have his times more plainly in view than it
could be assumed that they had been or were before
some of those who might hear or afterward read the
Lectures. Simply to present this remarkable leader of
thought and action, belonging to a distant century, in
an obscure passage of history between indefinite dark
spaces, would be neither just to him nor useful to those
whose thoughts might for a time be occupied with him,
It seemed necessary, at least, to recur to that command-
ing work of Hildebrand which wrought memorable
change in European society; and the work of Hilde-
brand could not be understood except in connection
with the disastrous preceding decadence in Church and
State, as well as with their subsequent comprehensive
progress. So the first two Lectures came to be written,
after the others were well advanced, as introductory to
those which were to follow. The series thus took the
larger compass which it retains, aiming not only to
outline the personal figure of Bernard, but to trace
rapidly the genesis of the forces which in his time were
governing in Eunrope, from which he commonly took
incentive and aid, which he had sometimes persis-
tently to withstand, but which shaped always the envi-
ronment of his life. Any apparent disproportion
between the parts preliminary and those which succeed
may be measurably relieved by this explanation.
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It was the purpose of the writer, after delivering the
Lectures, to supply at once such references and notes
as should seem needful, and then to commit them to the
press. But he became immediately occupied in pre-
paring another longer series, previously promised to
anothier institution, on a widely different theme, and
the manuscripts already in hand had therefore to be
laid aside till time might come for what it was fore-
seen would be the considerable labor of selecting and
arranging suitable sustaining or illustrative notes.
The multitude of cares constantly engaging the atten-
tion of a pastor in active service, with unexpected and
exacting public duties afterward presented, still further
delayed the fulfilment of the plan. Having, however,
accepted an invitation to deliver the series before the
Lowell Institute, the lecturer gladly availed himself of
the chance to revise in a measure what he had written,
and to point out or transcribe some of the passages in
the writings of Bernard or his contemporaries, as well
as of previous or subsequent authors, which had been
before his mind in his earlier work ; and so it comes to
pass that after an interval greater than was expected
the Lectures and Notes appear in this volume.

The Lectures are to be taken, of course, for what
they were designed to be, associated general sketches
of Bernard, in different relations, events, and activi-
ties of his life; not as aiming to supply a continuous or
complete biographical or historical account of the man
and his career. It is hoped, however, that the points of
chief importance in his spirit, genius, and labors, as
well as in the times which he powerfully affected, will

|




X AUTHOR’S NOTE.

be found suggested in them. The Notes are more nu-
merous, and sometimes more extended, than they would
have been except for the hope that some may be at-
tracted to the volume to whom the authors quoted may
not be accessible, who will still be glad to have before
them elucidation or confirmation of statements appearing
in the text.

The extracts from the letters, sermons, and other
writings of Bernard, and from the monastic accounts
of his life, are uniformly taken from his ¢ Qpera,”’
edited with affectionate care by Mabillon, and reprinted
in Paris, in A. p. 1839. The six quarto parts of this
collection are distributed, it will be remembered by
those who know them, into two comprehensive ¢ vol-
umes ;” and for greater convenience in consulting these
volumes the references in the Lectures are always made
to numbered columns, rather than {o pages, In the
cases of other authors cited the editions used have
been, unless by inadvertence, carefully noted. The edi-
tion of Abélard’s “Opera” is that edited by Cousin,
and published in Paris, A. ». 1849 ; with the ¢ Ouvrages
Inédits ” of A. ». 18386.

Not very much appears to have been written in Eng-
lish about Bernard, aside from brief essays, or occa-
sional notices of him in general Church histories.
The most extended and particular sketch of him is un-
doubtedly that given by James Cotter Morison in a
volume dedicated to Carlyle, and published in London
twenty-five years since. It is not altogether lucid in
arrangement, or satisfactory in particular discussions,
and is sometimes less sympathetic than could be desired
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in spiritual tone ; but it is prepared with conacientious
care, is written in a clear and vigorous style, and con-
tains passages of much beauty. An English transla
tion of the works of Bernard has recently begun te
appear, under the editorship of S. J. Eales, D. C. L.,
two volumes of which are already published.
German historical or biographical literature does not
seem to have concerned itself extensively with the
great French Doctor and Saint, though outlines of his
opinions and his labors of course appear in the larger
historical works of Neander, Hagenbach, Gieseler, and
others, and two German monographs respecting him
are well known : the more famous one, that of Neander,
« Der heilige Bernhard und sein Zeitalter;” another,
less important, by Ellendorf, ¢ Der heilige Bernhard
und die Hierarchie seiner Zeit.” The early French
translation of the Latin sermons has also been recently
edited and published by Wendelin Foerster, A. ». 1886.
Among French writers on Bernard, the one most fre-
quently referred to by the lecturer has been Théodore
Ratisbonne, whose ¢ Histoire de Saint Bernard et de
son Sidcle” (Paris A. p. 1875) is written with ardent
admiration for the illustrious Abbot, though with a
certain cultivated intensity of expression, as well as
an occasionally disturbing polemical bias, which de-
tract from its value. The article on Bernard in the
“ Biographie Universelle” is an excellent brief sum-
mary of his career; and there are a number of small
volumes treating of him, like the ¢ Ktudes sur Saint
Bernard ” by Abel Desjardins, or one in the series by
Capefigue on “ Les Fondateurs des Grand Ordres.”
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Usually, however, these contain little of importance
which does not better appear in Bernard’s own works.
This is equally true of the ¢ Vie de Saint Bernard”
which forms the first volume of the Bibliothdque Cis-
tercienne. It remains an occasion of unceasing regret
that M. de Montalembert did not complete that Life
of Bernard for which .he had made vast preparation,
to accomplish which he was fitted beyond all others,
and to which the entire series of his noble volumes on
the Monks of the West! had been designed to lead
the way. His failure to complete his magnificent
plan involved a real loss to Christendom.

The writer of the following unpretending Lectures,
which have no claim to attention other than that
derived from their subject, has wished to avail him-
self of the labors of others wherever he might, but
at the same time to keep his mind free from any
determining impression by them, while picturing to
himself the Abbot and his work, as presented in his .
own writings, and in the records made of him by
those who were nearest to him in spirit and in
time. He fully believes that any fruitful study of
Bernard must be conducted along these lines, though
excellent suggestions may be often received from those
whose minds had been previously engaged upon the
same theme. Itis a great character, in a great career,
which is here imperfectly presented. It can hardly fail
to show itself great, from whatever point it may be con-
sidered ; and stimulating lessons ought surely to come

1 ¢¢Les Moines d'Occident, depuis Saint Benoft jusqu'd S8aint Bernard;"”
Montslembert, Charles Forbes de Tryon, Comte de. Paris, 1863-1867.
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from it. It may not be easy for one living in the nine-
teenth century wholly to understand one living in the
twelfth; for one outside the Roman Catholic Church
fully to interpret one trained from infancy in that
ancient Communion. It cannot be easy for any one of
ordinary powers and labor clearly to exhibit, even to
himself, an extraordinary genius for incitement and
command, shown in an equally extraordinary work.
But it is often ennobling to contemplate that which
expands our thought even though surpassing it; and
the writer of these Lectures, while quite aware of their
many deficiencies, cannot but hope that others may be

-animated by them to studies in which he found for

himself, long ago, and has found ever since, pleasure,
instruction, and a happy Inspiration.

Before closing this Note, he desires particularly and
gratefully to acknowledge his indebtedness, not only to
the Library of the Long Island Historical Society in
Brooklyn, but to that of Columbia College, to the Bos-
ton Public Library, and to the library of the Union
Theological S8eminary in New York, for occasional use
of important books not otherwise within his reach.
The prompt courtesy with which every request for aid
of this kind has been answered by those in charge of
these libraries has laid him under frequent and great
obligation.

The shadow of grief, as well as the glow of happy
remembrance, falls on this volume as it finally leaves
the writer’s hands. He who was most solicitous to
have the Lectures prepared, who welcomed them with
an abounding sympathy, whose delightful home at
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Princeton will be always associated in the mind of the
lecturer with his repeated visits to it for the delivery
of the course now committed to the press, has in the
year just closing passed from the earth to grander and

lovelier scenes beyond. An accomplished scholar, an
admirable teacher, a wide-minded theologian, an ear-

nest and a reverent Christian, a most cordial, loyal, and
animating friend, was withdrawn from earthly circles
by the death, before age had touched him, of Professor
Caspar Wistar Hodge, D. D. One who knew him well,
in his public work and his fireside life, and who will
-always recall him with affectionate honor till he meetas
him again in other spheres, counts it a sad pleasure to
agsociate his name, familiar and beloved, with Leet- -~
ures to which he had given warm invitation and a
generous approval.

R 8. STORRS.

Brooxyryx, N. Y., October 10th, 1893
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LECTURE I

THE TENTH CENTURY: ITS EXTREME DEPRES-
SION AND FEAR.
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LECTURE L
THE TENTH CENTURY: ITS EXTREME DEPRESSION AND FRAR.

I7 is a pleasant office to which I am summoned, to
present to you a few Lectures, not hastily meditated or
planned though of necessity rapidly written, on the
times and the career of the extraordinary man known
in history as Bernard of Clairvaux. I cannot hope to
set before you any multitude of facts connected with
the theme, with some of which, at least, many among
you are not acquainted. But I have a diffident hope
of 80 reviving the impression of these facts, and so
showing their significance by setting them in their just
relations, as to leave a clearer picture than is commonly
familiar, even among those not unused to historical
studies, of one who exercised a remarkable authority in
his own time, who contributed in an important measure
to give direction and tone to its history, the effect of
whose life outlasted its term, and whose name will not
be forgotten while men still honor genius and virtue,
exhibited in high action with supreme consecration.

I may perhaps be permitted to add that my reverent
sense of the singular beauty and power of the man, and
of the wide relations of his work, is by no means of
recent beginning. For many years his figure has been
to me one of the saintliest and most heroic on the can-
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vas of European history; and my attempt now to present
him, in connection with the critical and threatening
times on which he set his signal mark, has its impulse
in an enthusiasm which began long ago, and which does
not fail as years advance. )

Will you suffer me, too, to say a few words, at the
outset of these Lectures, on the general usefulness of
studies like those with which for & time I would occupy
your thought ?

To accustom one’s self to a too exclusive contempla-
tion of the past, whatever occasional splendid exhibi-
tions of noble action or illustrious character it may
present, is doubtless a sign and a source of weakness.
It tends to give undue predominance to the historical
imagination, while leaving the powers which are needed
for immediate personal work without adequate exercise.
It may subtly foster that timid spirit which is scared
by the questionings and repelled by the contests of
which each active century is full. Every man has his
work to do in his own time, a work proportioned to
his powers, matching his opportunity, and opening to
him the real privilege of intelligent existence. To
retreat from such work info a merely self-indulgent
survey of past struggles, and of those prominent or
principal in them, is to exchange duty for pleasure,
obedience to conscience for alluring reminiseence.
There is here a temptation to which studious men, espe-
cially those of a sensitive spirit, are always exposed;
and it becomes only more seductive in times like ours,
confused in thought, full of haste and violence in opin-
ion and action, with an acrid and vehement controver-
gial temper prevalent in if, a temper almost equally
moved to sharpness of discussion over matters funda-
mental and matters superficial. Against such an in-
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clination, to a withdrawal of our minds from what is
presently before us and from its imperious moral de-
mands, we must be watchfully on our guard. We may
not retire to any hermitage in the past, to escape col-
lision and avoid obligation, any more than we may fly
from the land of our birth, however it echoes with clam-
orous debate or now and then rings with alarums of
war, to find some dainty and shameful seclusion, free
from strife and vacant of impulse, on tropical shores.

But while this is true, it is true as well that to bring
a former period of time distinctly before us, to become
familiar with its picturesque or presaging movements,
to apprehend clearly the moral and intellectual forces
by which it was either graced or shamed, above all to
come into personal sympathy with those who wrought in
it, with mighty endeavor, for noble ends,— this is an
exercise of mind and spirit whose instruction and fine
incitement can scarcely be surpassed. Our horizon is
widened. The discerning and interpreting faculty in
us is keenly stimulated, while multitudes of particulars
are added to our knowledge. Whatever sensibility we
possess to rare and rich chivalric properties in charac-
ter or work is freshly awakened. Duty becomes more
beautiful, and more commanding in its challenge. Our
own possibilities, in narrower limits of faculty and in-
fluence, become more apparent, as we enter into intimate
contact with the devout and heroical persons whose
names are borne, lucid and eminent, above the turbu-
lent series of the ages, — with men accomplished in the
learning of their time, eager in its enterprises, effec-
tive in its oouncils, and who brought to it an ethereal
temper surpassing its own, by which they became not
only helpers of ita progress, but founders and architects
of whatever was best in it.
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. We do not always fully recognize the large oppor-
tunity thus set before us. We may not absolutely
select our associates among the present multitudes who
surround us. We may select them with unhindered free-
dom as we walk amid the populous spaces which history
opens ; and by any true moral conference with the gentle
and gracious yet dauntless persons who have wrought
heretofore with a supreme ardor for illustrious aims,
we ought to be ourselves ennobled, our indolence being
rebuked, our timidity expelled, a certain elasticity of
vigor coming into our souls, with a gladder consecration
to ideal ends. It is possible, at least, to catch some-
thing on our spirits of the rush of their uncalculating
devotion; to take finer illumination from their spiritual
ingight; to feel a touch of the sovereign chrism of that
communion with God in which they found their super-
lative strength. As we enter this fellowship with them
we are released for the time from the petty and jarring
strifes with which our passing years are vexed; we
swing clear of confining limitations to region, custom,
the prevalent proximate forms of opinion; we become
in a just sense freemen of the world, partakers in strug-
gles nobler than our own, humble associates of elect and
anointed spirits. No romance, I think, can stir the
soul, no lofty rhyme can so uplift it, as does this vital
contact with minds now vanished from the earth, but
the impulse of whose life continues with us, of the fruit
of whose work Christendom partakes.

Nor is even this a sufficient account of the moral ad-
vantage of studies like that which I propose. Our times,
which sometimes appear mechanical, commonplace, take
deeper significance as we attentively consider the past;
especially as we note the far reach of influence in those
by whom its movements were chiefly affected. The tre-
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mendous force which belongs to any great personality,
and the sovereign persistence of its influence among men,
become apparent. We gain & profounder sense of the
unity of history, as continuous and organic. We see
more distinctly the interdependence of centuries on each
other, with our indebtedness to many who have labored
and struggled before us. Above all, there comes to us
a more exhilarating sense of the potency and promise
which belong to each Divine element in the progressive
education of mankind; and wherever we touch with rev-
erent spirit the history of the Church, amid whatever
outward confusions or inward clash of dialectic colli-
sions, we are sensible of a certain majestic advance in
the scheme of its development, and are freshly assured
of the ultimate victory of that religion from which its
life and energy have come.

Nothing is more impressive in history than the utter
unreserve of power with which men have been moved, in
different lands and in separate centuries, by an impulse
from above, to strive as for their life for the supreme
cause of righteousness and truth; while almost noth-
ing is more apparent than are the assisting processes of
Providence, moving before or succeeding such men, act-
ing sometimes on occult lines, yet with a fit and oppor-
tune energy which brought its own abundant witness.
The history of Christianity, as it lies before us in Euro-
pean annals, makes it evident as the day that with a
mighty general progress, though undoubtedly with fre-
quent sad interruptions, the spiritual life in persons
and in peoples has been impenetrated with that heavenly
force which came to the world in Jesus of Nazareth.
Amid whatever infidelities toward the truth, whatever
grossness of manners or sordidness of temper, or pas-
sionate fury against the “Shalt” and “Shalt not” of
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God’s law, the tender, majestic, and solemn facts pre-
sented in the Gospel are shown extending their sway,
not over individuals only, but over the minds and poli-
cies of nations; and a multitude of consenting indica-
tions appear, pointing to their final universal acceptance
among the children of men.

To the Christian student, here is really the most
important of the lessons derived from the past. The
gradual mighty upbuilding on earth of that Kingdom
of God for which even they looked on whom had not
dawned the light of the Advent, for which apostles and
martyrs wrought, the vision of which exalted Augustine
amid the wrecks of human empire, the vision of which
never has passed from the prescient thought of great
leaders in history,— this, to the mind devoutly looking
backward, becomes as evident as any phenomenon of
nature to the eye; while the saying of the illustrious
Numidian is verified, that “as oppositions of contraries
lend beauty to language, so the beauty of the course of
the world is achieved by the opposition of contraries,
arranged as it were by an eloquence not of words but of
things.” 1

In like manner, the significance of our times, as con-
nected with this Divine scheme for the world, becomes
more evident, and the influence of the just apprehen-
gion of this is always inspiring. In a broad view of
history, the immediate century in which we live ceases
to be so undivine a8 sometimes it appears in an air
filled with the whir of wheels, with smoke of factories
darkening the sky, amid furious clamors of unimpor-
tant debate. Our years stand also in serious, in even
momentous relations, with ages past, and with ages to
come. The struggle of other times, in which fierce

1 City of God, L xi, ¢, 18,
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greed or desperate ambitions were encountered by con-
quering inspirations of faith, prepared the way for the
years in whose happier influence we delight. Whatever
is best in our civilization is an inheritance from their
laborious and painful acquisition; while the times which
are to follow should take in like manner, if not in like
measure, endowment from ours. God’s plan in history
no more contemplated the periods which are gone than
it contemplates the cycle around us, of novelty in
thought, of restless exploration, daring enterprise, an
imperious democracy. As the Master was silently
manifest in those fimes, through the motion of his
Spirit in reverent souls, so is He revealed in our day,
to those who read the mystic signs. As they had their
vast problems to solve, their dangers o avert, their
frightful evils to overcome, 80 we have ours; and as out
of them great influence came, the issue of their travail,
to invigorate and shape subsequent years, so, perhaps in
a degree not inferior, may belong to our century a like
privilege of power, if in it be the temper, of spiritual
efficacy, which in them broke forth into mission or
martyrdom.

The earth an arena in which God’s purpose inces-
santly works toward the final aim of universal and holy
peace; the centuries of history constituting but one ter-
restrial period, in which the experience of moral toil,
struggle, and conquest continuously goes on; the con-
vergence of all on the consummating age foreshown of
old and surely coming,— these are lessons which con-
stantly meet us in any interpreting survey of the past;
and the most imposing and important of centuries, as
human annals reckon importance, or those which appear
most fruitless and mean, when rightly understood will
equally supply these salutary lessons. Even the smaller
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things in the record, which are easily overlooked, will

have for us then their vital, sometimes indeed their
" cosmical meaning; since out of cloister and cell, out of
field and workshop, as well as out of library, university,
cathedral, out of millions uncounted of unremembered
but consecrated lives, as well as out of state-debates,
movements of armies, eminent careers, has come the
Christian civilization in which we rejoice, in whose
ampler light the past looks shadowed, but whose own
imperfections will be clearlier shown as other centuries
follow and surpass it. Nothing in history, which is true,
is therefore to us unimportant. The humblest work,
which was faithfully done, has borne its fruit. The age
which appears least conspicuous, as we regard it from
the midst of present confusions and hurries, will be
sometime seen to have had distinct bearing on our
years, and on those which are to come.

Certainly, with particular emphasis, this is true of
those changeful and crowded centuries which began in
the fifth, with the terrifying fall of the Latin empire in
the West, and which closed in the fifteenth, with the loss
to Christendom of the city of Constantine. It has been
at times a fashionable folly to regard those ages as a
dreary and barren parenthesis in history, full only of
vehement clamors, prodigal carnage, lurid superstitions,
prelatical ambition,—a period unattractive in itself,
and with no more vital relation to our times than Nova
Zembla has to the moral and commercial life of our
towns. To skip this period, and pass at once from the
Old World to the New, has seemed to many a wise
economy. On the other hand, it was in fact a period
full of stirring prophetic life, of indomitable energies,
of moral battles and moral successes, — a period from
which benefits come to every hour of our social or
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political experience. In the vast providential commin-
gling of what remained of the Roman civilization with
the Teutonic and Slavic barbarisms, under the inex-
haustible force of that Christian religion to which im-
perialism had yielded, and which barbarism could not
subdue or expel, were evolved stupendous forces, spiritual
and secular, which moulded States, produced literatures,
fashioned and maintained religious establishments, put
certain impulses into society whose influence is to-day
unspent. I cannot think that the careful student of
modern history will question the just perspective of
Guizot, when he says, with philosophical deliberation
as well as with ardent historic enthusiasm, that ¢there
is the cradle of modern societies and manners; that
modern languages date from those times, with modern
‘literatures, so far as these are national and original ; that
from thence are derived the greater part of the monu-
ments now possessed,— churches, palaces, city-halls,
works of art, and works of utility,— with almost all the
great families which have played a distinguished part in
affairs ; while there are presented a multitude of impor-
tant and splendid national events, which strike with
ever fresh force the popular imagination.” It is, as he
says, “the heroic age of modern nations. What more
natural than its richness and poetic attraction? !

1 D'une part, il est impossible de méconnaftre que c'est 1A le bercean
des sociétés et des meeurs modernes, De lb datent les langues modernes,
ot spécialement la nbtre; les littératures modernes, précisément dans ce
qu’elles ont de national, d’original, d'étranger A toute science, & toute
bmitation d'autres temps et d'antres pays; la plupart des monuments
modernes, des monuments ol se sont rassemblés pendant des sidcles et se
rassemblent encore les peuples, églises, palais, hbtels-de-ville, ouvrages
d’art et d'utilité pablique de tout genre ; presque toutes les familles his-
toriques, les familles qui ont joné un réle et plecé leur nom dans les di-
verses phases de notre destinée; un grand nombre d’événements nationaux,
importants en eux-mémes et longtemps populaires, les croisades, la cheva-
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What more natural, we may properly add, than that
we should give, as opportunity offers, a closer attention
to a period so full of vigor, contest, and in many direc-
tions, of noble achievement? a period which has left
ineffaceable traces on subsequent centuries, and which
cannot fail to be re-studied while history proceeds. It
would be worth examination if only for the manifesta-
tion which it makes of the forces of human nature, the
best and the worst coming equally to light, as secrets of
the seas are flung into sight beneath stroke of tempesta.
It becomes more worthy of considerate study as we re-
cognize the public tendencies there initiated or con-
firmed, or violently thwarted, the vast processes there
set in motion, of thought and law, of national enter-
prise, or of victorious Christian advance. One speaks
temperately in saying that to know that time is to gain
a clearer and juster apprehension of much which has
followed in Church and in State. It is, in fact, to trace
to their roots many things which our age is proud to
possess.

It is under the impulse of thoughts like these that I
propose to set before you, as far as I may in this serics
of lectures, the life and spirit, the genius and wotk, of
the great Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux; to set him dis-
tinctly amid the angry collisions of his time, and to
show in a measure what influence he exerted on its
princes and pontiffs, as well as on its general popular
development. I am confident that the careful study of
one whose place in his age was so distinguished cannot
but be of interest to us. I hope, indeed, that it may
lerie ; en un mot, presque tout ce qui a préoccupé, agité pendant des sidcles,
I'imagination du peuple fran¢ais. C’est 14 évidemment 1'ige héroique des
nations modernes. Quoi de plus naturel que sa richesse et son attrait

m;iqne!—ﬂid. de la Civil. en Framce, tom. iii. p. 223. Paris ed.,
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show its fruit in generous and ennobling personal sug-
gestions. It is not the miracle of a perfect life which
we are to contemplate; not a soul without weakness or
sin into fellowship with which I would help you to enter.
But it is certainly a significant fact that men of the most
diverse opinions, as remote as possible in church rela-
tions, have conspired to offer to the Abbot of Clairvaux
their tributes of honor. He was formally canonized in
the Roman Catholic Church, as you know, by Alex-
ander Third, a little more than twenty years after his
death,! and a church-festival was established in homage
to him. Those registered on the Papal catalogues of
saints have by no means always attracted admiration in
subsequent time. Butf in the instance of Bernard it
does not surprise us that Thomas Aquinas, in the fol-
lowing century, should compare him to a vase of gold on
account of his holiness, and to a multitude of pearls on
account of the multiplicity of his virtues;? that Bona-
ventura should describe him as gifted with a sublime

1 Vix & sacro ipsius obitu anni decem effluxerant, cum in concilio
Turonensi, anno 1168 celebrato, sedente et prmsidente Alexandro 1IIL,
ea res primum agitari ceepit. At summus Pontifex, quamvis alioqui pro sua
ergs Bernardum veneratione libentissime annuisset, tantisper nihilominus
differendam censnit ob eas rationes, quas ipse in litteris Canonizationis
postes exposuit. . . . Incidit ergo Bernardi sacra inauguratio in diem
18 mensis januarii, anni 1174; ab ejus obitu viginti annis exactis, mon-
sibus quatuor, et diebus viginti novem. . . . SBed jam summi pontificis
Alexandri IIL. litteras, quibus inter ccelites ab Ecclesia relatus ostenditur
Bernardus, proferamus. — Sancté Bernardi Opera, vol. ii. coll. 25938-94.

The pontifical letters follow, to col. 2600.

% Aurum fait omnibus os ejus de Deo loguendo ; multitudo gemmmaram
de moribus et virtutibus loquendo, de duloedine contemplationis, et devo-
tionis. . . . Fuerunt ergo labia ejus aurea, gemmes, et pretiosa. Vel
surum fuit beatus Bernardus per voluntatis sanctitatem ; multitudo gem-
marum per morum honestatem, et virtutum multiplicitatemn; vas pretio-
s per virginitatis puritatem. — Sermo in fests B. Bernardi ; Div. Thom.
Agquin. Seormones, p. 116. Venetiis, 1787.

- .
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eloquence, while of a temper 8o rich in saintly wisdom
that not only his words are memorable, but his life is a
constant example.! It does not surprise us that Ba-
ronius should speak of him as a true apostle of God, the
stay and splendor of the whole Church, especially of the
Church in France;3 that the learned and devout Ma-
billon should count his writings next in value to the
Scriptures themselves for religious minds;® that Bos-
suet should associate him as a witness for doctrine
with the illustrious Fathers of the Church, and de-
scribe him as appearing, in the midst of barbaric
ignorance, an apostle, a prophet, an earthly angel,
demonstrated such by his preaching, his works, and by
that spirit in his life which still surpassed his prodigies
of power;* or that Marténe, in the last century, in his

1 Audisti igitur verba pulcherrima altissimi contemplantis, et ora-
tionum dulcedinem degustantis Bernardi. Rumines ea si vis, ut sapiant
tibi. . . . Ipse enim fuit eloquentissimus, et spiritu sapientim plenus, et
sanctitate praclarus; quem te desidero imitari, et ipsius monita et verba
opere exercere, propter quod smpe tibi propono eundem. — Meditationes
Vitas Christi, cap. xxxvi. Opera, tom. vi. p. 361.

2 Vere Apostolicus vir, immo verus Apostolus missus a Deo, potens
opere e sermone, illustrans ubique et in omnibus suum Apostolatum se-
quentibus signis, ut plane nihil minus habuerit a megnis Apostolis. . . .
Et qui dicendus sit totius Ecclesize Catholicse ornamentum simul ac fulci-
mentum; Gallican® vero in primis Eeclesise preedicandus sit summum de-
cus, summa gloria, summa felicitas. — 4nnal. Focles. (Lucse, 1746), tom.
xix. p. 78 {an. 1158].

$ Verum ex omnibus libris, quos possunt, aut debent monachi evolvere,
nullus post sacra Volumina superest, qui majori queat ipsis esse emolu-
mento, quemque pree manibus magis habere teneantur, quam Opera Divi
Bernardi ; . . . in hanc quippe mixta fluunt, quecumque alibi dispersa
occurrunt, nimiram soliditas, venustas, varietas, proprietas, brevitas, fer-
vor, et energia sermonis. — Tvact. de Stud. Monast., tom. i. pars ii. eap.
iii. § 2. Venet. ed. 1729, p. 117.

¢ Bossuet associates Bernard as a witness for doctrine with Augustine,
Tertullian, Cyprian, Clement. — Buvres choisies, tom. xv. pp. 264-995.
Paris ed., 1828.
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extensive visitation of monasteries, should note with
particular and affectionate care every memorial of Ber-
nard,— copies of his manuscripts, the cross at Vézelai
in memory of him, the chair from which he preached at
Sens, his chalice and chasuble, his tombstone, and his
portrait. The remembrance of him was still so vital
that it sanctified everything which he might be even
supposed to have touched, for the diligent and studious
Benedictine.!

But for us it perhaps enbances such eulogies that
Luther also should speak of him as the most God-fear-
ing and pious of monks, whom he held in higher love
than all others;? that Daniel Heinsius, the famous and
learned Secretary of the Synod of Dort, should call his
“ Meditations ” a stream of Paradise, the ambrosia of
souls, an angelic food, the quintessence of piety;? that
the austere and accurate Calvin should describe him as
a pious and holy writer, above his time, pungent and
discriminating in rebuke of its errors;* while Neander,
in our time, has pronounced an encomium on his cen-
tury for having submitted itself to his moral authority.®
Nor is it certainly without significance that even Vol-
taire should speak of him as able beyond others to
reconcile occupation in the uproar of affairs with the
austerity of life proper to his religious state, and as

1 Voyage Littéraire. Paris, 1717. Prem. Par., pp. 28, 583, 60, 99, 104;
8ec. Par., p. 205, & al.

2 Table Talk, cccoxe.

$ Quis suavius Bernardo scribit? Cujus ego Meditationes rivam para-
disi, ambrogiam animarum, pabulum angelicam, medullam pietatis vocare
soleo (Orat. 8). — S. Ber. Opera, vol. sec. col. 2618.

¢ Institutes of Christ. Religion, iv. 5, § 12; 7, §§ 18, 22; 11, § 11, et al.

§ Nicht zu verachten scheint uns das Zeitalter, in welchem ein Mann,
von keinem weltlichen Glanze umgeben, darch seine sittliche Kraft, darch
die Hohe und Stirke seines Geistes sich 8o grosses Ansehen und so gros-
sen Einfluss verschaffte. — Der Aeilige Bernhard, s 522
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having attained a personal consideration surpassing in
efficacy official authority ;! that Gibbon should portray
him, in spite of an inveterate prejudice against saints,
as standing high above his contemporaries, in speech,
in writing, and in action, and making himself “the
oracle of Europe.” 3

It can hardly remain & matter for doubt that one who
was confessedly so conspicuous and so influential in the
Christendom of his age, and who has attracted eulogies
like these from writers so remote in time, character,
opinion, especially in their relations to the themes and
institutes of religion, must be deserving of our study.
It cannot be otherwise than useful for us to set him dis-
tinctly amid his times, to see what mark he made upon
them, and to trace as carefully as we may the secrets of
that extraordinary power which all who approached him
appear to have felt; which made him to them — which
should make him to us — a true priest of God, minister-
ing grace and force from above. If it be in its nature
ennobling to meditate on a life devoted to sovereign
ideals, to contemplate a soul ardent, intense, pas-
sionate in enthusiasm, while devout, self-forgetful, and
wholly disdainful of worldly pleasures and of secular
prizes; if any virtue may be derived from contact with
a mind which dwelt habitually in the adoring contem-
plation of God, and to which the earth was not as real
a8 were celestial realms above,— we ought, certainly,
to be better and nobler persons for the hours which we
spend with Saint Bernard. He will say to us still, as

1 ¢ Jamais religienx n’avait mieux concili¢ le tumulte des affaires avec
Yaustérité de son état; ancun n’était arrivé comme lui A cette considération
purement personnelle qui est audessus de I'autorité méme.” — Essat sur
les Mcaurs, chap. lv. p. 206. (Eavres, Paris, 1877.

8 Decline and Fall, vol. vii. p. 408. London ed., 1848.
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he said of old in cloister or chapel to those who eagerly
flocked around him, leaving all things otherwise pre-
cious for the delight of nearness to him: “If thou writ-
est, nothing therein has savor to me unless I read Jesus
in it. If thou discoursest or conversest, nothing there
is agreeable to me unless in it also Jesus resounds.
~ Jesus is honey in the mouth, melody in the ear, a song
of jubilee in the heart. He is our medicine, as well.
Is any among you saddened ? Let Jesus enter into his
heart, and thence leap to his lips, and lo! at the rising
illamination of His name every cloud flies away, se-
renity returns.”! His written words may still impress
us, a8 they did those who heard them at first: “Not
without reward is God to be loved, though He is to be
loved without the expectation of reward. True love is
wholly satisfied in itself. It has a reward, but the
reward is in the object which is loved.”? “To whom
may I more fitly live than to Him except for whose
death I should not live? But I serve Him in perfect
freedom, since love gives liberty. Serve you, also, in
that love which casteth out fear, which feels no labors,
is conscious of no merit, asks no price, and which yet
has in it more urgent impulse than everything else.
This will join you inseparably with me; it will mani-

. 1 Aridus est omnis animae cibus, si non oleo isto infunditur ; insipi-

dus est, si non hoc sale conditur. 8i scribes, non sapit mihi nisi legero
ibi Jesum. 8i disputes aut conferss, non sapit mihi, nisi sonuerit ibi
Jesus. Jesus mel in ore, in aure melos, in corde jubilus. Sed est et
medicina. Tristatur aliquis vestrum? Veniat in cor Jesus, et inde saliat
in os; et ecce ad exortum nominis lumen, nubilum omne diffugit, redit
serenum. — Vol. prim., Ser. in Cant., xv. 6 ; col. 2744.

2 Non enim sine premio diligitar Deus, etsi absque premii intuitu
diligendus sit. . . . Verns amor se ipso contentus est. Habet premium,
sed id quod amatur. — Fol. prim., Tracl. de dilig. Deo. Cap. vii. § 17;
col. 1348.

3
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fest me immediately to you, dearest Brethren, most
longed for, especially in the hours when you pray.”?

Let us try to bring this man, in his personal image,
plainly before us, and to set him clearly amid the times
in which he lived, since it was by the constant demand
of those times upon him, with the responsive impact
upon them of his energetic and conquering spirit, that
his faculties were trained, his personal character was
unfolded aund matured, and his work made of memorable
effect. No effort of the imagination can present any
tolerable picture of Bernard except as it places him in
close association with the age which felt his impress;
and even his particular century needs to be exhibited
in that which it had taken from previous times, and
in that which it gave to those that came after, that we
may have & fair impression of his almost unique career.
It is a crude and careless fancy which imagines the
several centuries which passed within the time-limits
that I have indicated to have been equally ignorant,
stolid, sordid, proceeding on a dreary level of sluggish
dulness, no one being specially differenced from others,
and no one offering an opportunity beyond others for
noble work. On the other hand, the differences between
those centuries were vital and profound; one of splendid
achievement being followed by others of decadence or
downfall, in which the life of Christendom seemed
threatened, while these in turn gave place to others of
larger promise, and in the issue affecting with benefi- _

1 Cui enim justius vivam qoam ei, qui &i non momretar, ego non viv-
erem} . . . 8ed servio voluntarie, quia charitas libertatem donat. Servite

in charitate illa, que timorem expellit, labores non sentit, meritum non
intuetur, premium non requirit; et tamen plus omnibus urget. . . .
Ipsa vos mihi inseparabiliter jungat, ipsa me vobis jugiter representet,
horis maxime quibus oratis, charissimi et desideratissimi fratres. — Vel.
prim., Epist. cxlili. (ad Sucs, Clars Vall.] col. 854.
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cent impulse the subsequent time. It was in one of
the latter periods, as thus morally distinguished, that
Bernard found his place and his work.

He was born in the year A.p. 1091 ; twenty-five years
after the Norman conquest of England; eighteen years
after Hildebrand had been consecrated Pope, under the
title of Gregory Seventh; while Philip First, the third.
successor of Hugh Capet, was in the midst of his long
reign of almost half a century in France. The time in
which his life was cast was separated thus by an inter-
val of three hundred years from that age of Charlemagne
which still remains prominent and brilliant idNEZuropean
annals, while the interval had been one, to an extent
never surpassed, of fear, of gloom, almost of despair,
out of which neither the Church nor the State had fully
emerged. An influence from the remoter century still
survived, however, in the West. It had prompted what-
ever effort had been made for better things in the period
now closing; and in Bernard’s time there was a certain
moral life, a certain responsiveness to moral impres-
sion, in men and in society, which had not equally ap-
peared a century before, while yet the perils of his age
were 80 great, its shames so many, that certainly none
since Christendom began has more needed the mightiest
ministry which genius, virtue, and a consummate devo-
tion could supply. To set the character of his time
clearly before you will not be difficult, but it will ask
your patience for an attentive review. Such confused,
imperious, turbulent elements as it presents, in tumul-
tuous combination or in angry collision, cannot bc un-
derstood without retracing the centuries out of which
they had come, and the mark of whose disordered and
passionate life was palpably upon them.” One would
not delay for this if it could be avoided, but I see not
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how it can be. To know the man we must know the
age on which his influence was majestically exerted,
and on which his name still sheds its lustre; and we
cannot know this without knowing, in general, out of
what diverse precedent forces its life had come.

Of course, however, it is wholly impossible within
the compass of a lecture, or a couple of lectures, to de-
lineate with careful minuteness the features of the cen-
turies preceding his. I can only outline, in a rapid
free-hand way, some prominent courses of experience
and action along which they had moved, with the rude,
reckless, infuriated forces working in them, a part of
whose outcome was in the ebullient and violent life,
civil and social, religious, military, political, in the
midst of which we are to place Bernard. To paint in
few words a storm at sea were a task from whieh most
would doubtless shrink. To exhibit any distiet pano-
rama of the almost chaotic period which preceded his
life is a work more difficult, which must still be at-
tempted. You will not look for grace of movemert, or
lightness of touch, in the hand which tries it.

The lowest point which civilization has reached in
Europe since the century and a half which followed the
fracturing of the western empire by Odoacer, A.p. 476,
was that which it found at the end of the tenth and the
beginning of the eleventh of the Christian centuries.
For the tenth of these, eapecially, “The Iron Age” has
been a common name in history since Baronius wrote.
His description of it as the “s®mculum obscurum” is
also fitly and frequently repeated.! It is not difficult to

1 Novam inchoatur seculum, quod sua asperitate, ac boni sterilitate
ferrenm, malique exudantis deformitate plumbeum, atque inopia scripto-
rum appellari consuevit obscuruin. — BARONIUS: Annal. Ecclesiast., tom.
xv. p. 500. Luoas, 1744,
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trace the events which had led to this disastrous con-
summation; and it is the more needful to do this be-
cause that century followed a period, after no long
interval, of surprising achievement and extraordinary
promise.

The invasion of central Europe by the Saracens, who
had conquered large parts of Spain and of southern
France, and who thence had swarmed forth for the con-
quest of the Continent, had been arrested, as all are
aware, by Charles Martel, in the shattering victory
gained by him on the famous field between Poictiers
and Tours, in the early autumn of A.p. 782, when the
“ victorious line of march,” which, as Gibbon says, “ had
been prolonged above a thousand miles, from the rock of
Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire,” was finally broken,
by “the breasts which were like solid ramparts, and the
arms which were iron.”! There was thenceforth no
formidable threat that Asia and Africa might subjugate
Europe, that the Arab might be lord of the Teuton and
the Briton, or that the interpretation of the Koran, ac-
cording to the startling fancy of the historian, might be
taught in the schools of Oxford, and “her pulpits de-
monstrate to a circumcised people the sanctity and
truth of the revelation of Mahomet.” It suggests a
lesson not unimpressive of our unconscious indebted-
ness to the past, that men who could have known little
of England, and nothing of this continent, should by
their courage, constancy, and sacrifice, have saved
both in the subsequent centuries from indescribable
moral disaster. Our churches, colleges, Christian
homes, have root and nutriment to this hour in the
soil soaked with the blood of those who fought eleven

1 Decline and Fall, vol. vii. pp. 17-92. London ed., 1848.
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and. a half centuries ago, in that fierce and fateful
battle.!

One greater than Charles; Charlemagne his grand-
son, at the beginning of the ninth century, had done
a greater work than his, also intimately connected with
the rescue and progress of civilization. It is possible,
no doubt, perhaps it is common, to place an extrava-
gant estimate on the achievements of this extracrdinary
man — “ the genius of the Middle Age ” — in connection
with the development of Europe. Sismondi’s cautious
and discreet praise may represent the truth with more
exactness than do the exuberant eulogies of others. It
is certainly true, as that discriminating historian sug-
gests, that the signal brilliance of the reign of the great
emperor shines more brightly, like that of a sudden and
splendid meteor, because of the darkness which had
preceded and which followed it;? and it is perhaps

1 Dr. Arnold’s estimate of the.importance of the victory of Charles
Martel is indicated in a passage of his ‘‘ History of the later Roman Com-
monwealth :” ** If this beso [that unchecked Roman successes in Germany
would have Latinized the Teutonic tribes] the victory of Arminius de-
serves to be reckoned among thoee signal deliverances which have affected
for centuries the happiness of mankind ; and we may regard the destruc-
tion of Quintilius Varus and his three legions on the banks of the Lippe
as second only in the benefits derived from it to the victory of Charles
Martel at Tours over the invading host of the Mohammedans.” Chap. xi.
p- 468. New York ed., 1846.

2 Le rdgne de Charlemagne est un grand météore qui brille dans Y'ob-
scurité, & un trop grand éloignement pour que nous puissions l'étuadier
et le comprendre. On est frappé de son éclat que précédérent et que sui-
virent d'épaisses téndbres; on I'admire, mais on ne saurcit calculer ses
effets, mieux que reconnoftre ses causes, et l'on ne peut méme affirmer
g'il fat avantageux ou pernicieux pour '’humanité. — Hist. des Frangais,
tom. ii. p. 421. Paris ed., 1821.

Guizot’s estimate of Charlemagne’'s work differs from this; but he
adopts the same image of the meteor, and likens the empire of Charle-
magne to that of the first Napoleon. ' Hist. de la Civil. en Franoce, tom.
il. pp. 110-118. Paris ed., 1846.
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equally true that his vast schemes had in them too’
large an imaginative element to be capable of effective
accomplishment at a time so early and so rude. But
whatever criticism may be made on his plans and his
career, and -however fully it must be admitted that his
masterful intellect and inexorable energy were indis-
pensable to his plans, while they could not naturally
survive himself, it remains true that his work was of
immense and permanent significance, and of cosmical
value; that it showed the possibility, at least, of secur-
ing on the Continent public order with regulated liberty;
and that, if it did not lay solid and enduring founda-
tions for these, the fault was rather in the weakness
and incoherence of his materials than in his own pru-
dence and plan. He anticipated his age in his large
conceptions; and the peoples were not ready for those
general effects which were governing aims both in his
counsels and in his campaigns.

I could not, of course, even if moved to it, delineate
his work in any detail. Itis enough to remind you that
in more than fifty great military expeditions he con-
quered a large part of Italy, down almost to Calabria;
he practically delivered Spain from the Saracens be-
tween the Pyrenees and the Ebro; he subdued the Bava-
rians and the Saxons, and compelled them to accept
what was then known as Christianity in Europe; he
extended his empire over Bohemia and Carinthia, fought
the Slaves, and repulsed in the ancient Pannonia the
fierce Avars who had become a terror to every people
striving toward better civilization. He gave, for the
time, territorial security to central and western Europe,
from the North Sea to the Tiber, from near the Iron
Gate of the Danube westward to the ocean; and whep
he returned to Aix-la-Chapelle, after being proclaime¢]
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Emperor of the West at St. Peter’s in Rome, on Christ-
mas-Day in the year A.p. 800,! his dominions embraced
substantially two thirds of the ancient western Roman
empire, including German lands which that empire never
had conquered, while the forces at his command for
compacting the unity and extending the area of these
dominions had been hardly surpassed by those of any,
in any age, who had worn and sullied the imperial
purple.

His expeditions, you observe, were not mere raids,
but were organized campaigns, designed to accomplish
permanent effects. In a measure, they did accomplish
such; and though it is true, ag Guizot has said, that the
disorder which confronted him was not only immense
but at the time unsubduable, so that when repressed at
one point it broke forth at another the moment his ter-
rible will was withdrawn, it is also true, as the grave
historian reminds us, that all the States which sprang
from the subsequent dismemberment of the Empire were
founded by these wars of Charlemagne. Only in con-
sequence of these wars did such States, rising from the
scarred battle-fields of swarming barbarians, become

1 Ipse antem cum die sacratissima natalis Domini ad missarum solem-
nia celebranda basilicam beati Petri apostoli fuisset ingressus, et coram
altari, ubi ad orationem se inclinaverat, adsisteret, Leo papa coronam
capiti einus imposuit, cuncto Romanorum populo adclamante: XKarolo
Augusto, a Deo coronato magno et pacifico tmperatori Romanorum, vita
et vicdoria! Post quas laudes ab eodem pontifice more antiquorum
principum adoratus est, ac deinde, omisso Patricii nomine, Imperator et
Augustus appellatus. — EINHARDI : Annales, an. 801.

The long-abiding tradition was broken through; a barbarian received
the diadem; the Roman pontiff spoke the words, the Roman people
echoed them, — ¢ Karolo Augusto, a Deo coronato, magno et pacifico Ro-
manorum Imperatori, vita et victoria.” The German was at last Augus-
tus. — E. A FREEMAN : Chief Periods of European History, p. 105,
London od., 1886.
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actual and lasting.! In view of this effect, one need
not hesitate to join in the words which the historian
elsewhere uses, which are more emphatic because of
the temper of philosophical reserve in which he com-
monly wrote: “No sovereign, no human being, perhaps,
ever rendered greater service to the civilization of the
world.” 3

But the military work of Charlemagne was never ulti-
mate in his plans. It was designed to be conditional
and directly tributary to a work of more essential im-
portance, more difficult and extensive, in the realms
of social and political life. He convened national as-
semblies, nearly forty of which are particularly enumer-
ated, meeting commonly in cities not far from the
Rhine. At these assemblies reports were received from
different regions; inquiries were made as to their tem-
per, needs, and respective opportunities; and out of the
answers to such inquiries came what are known as the
“capitularies,” or little chapters, of the Emperor, con-
taining & multitude of what are essentially administra-
tive rules. They constitute, as Gibbon noticed, rather
a series than a system, while they concerned all sorts
of matters, as he also sneeringly observed,— “the cor-
rection of abuses, the reformation of manners, the econ-
omy of his [the Emperor’s] farms, the care of his poultry,

1 Malgré I'unité, malgré V'activité de sa pensée et de son pouvoir, le
désordre était autour de lui immense, invincible : il le réprimait un mo-
ment, sur un point ; mais le mal régnait partout od ne parvenait pas sa
terrible volonté; et 1A ol elle avait passé, il recommencait dds qu'elle
s’était loignde. . . . Aprds lui, de vraies barridres politiques des Etats
plas od moins bien organisés, mais réels et durables, s’élovent ; les roy-
aumes de Lorraine, d’ Allemagne, d'Italie, des deux Bourgognes, de Navarre,
datent de cette époque. — Hist. de la Civil. en France, tom, ii. pp. 128,
121.

3 History of France, vol. i. p. 263. Boston ed.
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and even the sale of his eggs.”? But they exhibit the
first distinct attempt to revise and harmonize the laws
of the diverse peoples who had been brought beneath
his authority, and to promulgate salutary rules equally
affecting separated regions; and some of them, cer-
tainly, are marked not only by civil wisdom but by a
governing Christian purpose. The mind and spirit of
the Emperor appear in them more distinctly than in
his wars.

Of the eleven hundred and fifty articles known to
Guizot he reckoned eighty-seven as being of moral
legislation, two hundred and seventy-three of political,
one hundred and thirty of penal, one hundred and ten
of civil, eighty-five of religious, three hundred and five
of canonical, seventy-three of domestic, and twelve of
incidental occasional rules.? The initiative in these
rules proceeded, of course, always from the Emperor,

1 Decline and Fall, vol. vi. p. 289. London ed., 1848.

2 See the Analytic Table in Guizot, “‘ Hist. de la Civil.,” tom. ii.
pp. 138-189. Paris ed. 1846. Instead of the 65 capitularies, with 1,150
articles recognized by QGuizot as belonging to Charlemagme, Boretius
(‘¢ Capitularia Regum Francorum’) computes them at 1138, containing
1,484 articles. The dates of many are uncertain, however, though some
which have been attributed to following kings may perhaps be more
justly ascribed to the great Emperor. The originals have for the most
part long disappeared, and the copies are widely scattered.

Acta ista majoris momenti in palatio regio schedis membranaceis in.
scripta, atque ad universorum notitiam aut in placito publico proposita,
aut per singulos archiepiscopatus episcopis, abbatibus et comitibus qus
populo proponerent transmissa, etc. . . . Et authentica quidem, sive pala-
tina sive in provincias transmissa, omnia fere perierunt, excepta scilicet
scheda tenere membrans hodie in monasterio 8. Pauli in Kariuthia super-
stite, et Riculfi archiepiscopi litteris encyclicis in monasterio 8. Galli
adservatis. At libri juris ecclesiastici vel mundani quibus capitularia in-
scripta habentur, complures tam in Germania et Italia quam in Gallia et
marca Hispanica exarati, ad nostra usque tempora devenerunt. — Praw,
PxrTz : Mon. Ger. Hist., tom, iil. p. xii.
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while to him belonged the definitive decision, though
an influence upon them may doubtless have been exerted
by other minds.

To assist in the administration of affairs under these
rules, and to keep himself informed of what needed his
attention, Charlemagne sent imperial commissioners
throughout his dominions, while he unweariedly trav-
ersed them himself, multiplying the impression in
every quarter of his ever-present and unlimited au-
thority. He protected yet regulated religion itself,
with a strong bent toward securing sincerity in its
teachers, and the useful effect of it on the people. He
set forth an improved Book of Homilies for use in the
churches. He presided in synods and directed their
discussions, wrote letters of instruction or sharp ad-
monition to abbots, bishops, on occasion to popes,
looked after religious establishments, and as far as
might be controlled their manners; while at the same
time he sought diligently to stimulate industry and
extend commerce, and undertook himself large public
works, a8 the building of bridges, or the construction
of the canal designed to connect the Rhine and the
Danube. It marks almost equally the character of the
man and that of his times that one of his capitularies
insists emphatically on the duty of hospitality} that
another enjoins it on each subject to govern himself by
the precepts of God, doing Him service, since the Em-
peror cannot personally look after all; that another
forbids the veneration of questionable saints; another
proclaims that nobody must think that acceptable
prayer can only be offered in one of three languages
[Hebrew, Latin, Greek ?], since God may be worthily
adored in any tongue, and whoever asks for right
things will be heard; while still another commands
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that preaching be always of a sort which plain people
can understand.

In manifold ways the great Emperor vigorously ad-
vanced the interests of learning. Though not perhaps
able to write himself, certainly not with ease and skill,
having acquired the art too late in life,! he undoubtedly
read and spoke Latin and understood Greek, and he
showed with constant stress his regard for good letters.
He founded many schools, especially in connection with
convents or cathedrals, and enjoined that in them no
distinction be made between the son of the free-born
and the son of the serf. He caused to be made the first
grammar of the common dialect, with the first collection
of German songs, reciting heroic German deeds.? He
cultivated the arts, especially those of architecture and

! The words of Einhard [Eginhard] seem decisive as to the Emperor’s
inability to write, — except slowly, with difficulty : Nec patrio tantum
sermone contentus, etiam peregrinis linguis ediscendis operam impendit.
In quibus Latinam ita didicit, ut eque illa ac patria lingua orare sit soli-
tus ; Greecam vero melius intellegere quam pronuntiare poterat. . . . Dis-
cebat artem computandi et intentione sagaci siderum cursum curiosissime
rimabatur. Temptabat et scribere tabulasque et codicellos ad hoc in lecto
sub cervicalibus circumferre solebat, ut, cum vacuum tempus esset, ma-
num litteris effigiendis adsuesceret. Sed parnm successit labor prepos-
terus ac sero inchoatus. — EINHARDI : Vila Karoli M., cap. 28.

Ampdre, however, believes this to apply only to the finer and more
difficult style of writing practised by skilled copyists : ¢‘Je crois qu'il est
question ici, non de la simple écriture, mais de la calligraphie.” (Hist.
Litt. sous Charl., p. 85, Paris ed., 1870.) In the Convent Library of the
Abbey of 8t. Gall, near Constance, — perhaps the most famous school in
Europe in the ninth and tenth centuries, — are preserved what purport to
be tablets on which he wrote his difficnlt copies, the tablets being en-
closed in ivory, elaborately carved, and set in metallic frames encrusted
with precious stones. Some marginal notes, said to be by him, are also
on & Psalter in the Imperial Library at Vienna.

? Omnium tamen nationum quee sub eius dominatu erant jura qum
scripta non erant describere ac litteris mandari fecit. Item barbara et an-
tiquissima carmina, quibus veterum regum actus ac bella canebantur,
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music. It was by him that the Gregorian chant was
introduced into central Europe, in place of the Am-
brosian which had preceded it, and which only slowly
gave way before it. Through his effort, and especially
by the schools of music established by him, the churches
became possessed of a richer ecclesiastical song, and to
him we are indebted for an effect in this direction which
has not ceased.!

Especially he sought to gather around himself men
of fine parts and of eminent learning, that he might be
instructed and the mind of his empire be enriched. So
he brought Alcuin from England, Peter of Pisa and
Paulus Diaconus from Italy, and associated with them
Angilbert, Adalhard, Théodulf, and others, thus form-
ing the “School of the Palace,” in which all the learn-

scripeit, memorimque mandavit. Inchoavit et grammaticam patrii ser-
monis. — Vita Kar. M., cap. 29.

Ampire’s comment on these efforts of the great Emperor is certainly a
just one : *‘Cette idée de faire la grammaire d'un idiome réputé barbare,
montre la supériorité d'un esprit qui ne se laissait pas fasciner par le
mérite des langues d'antiquité, au point de ne pas comprendre que sa
langue maternelle pouvait 8tre cultivée. . . . On a vu qu'il fit recueillir de
vieux chants nationaux ; or, il fallait, pour concevoir une telle pensée,
ane grande hauteur et une grande liberté d’esprit.” — Hist. Litt. sous
Charl., p. 38. Paris ed., 1870. '

1 Parmi les enseignemens que Charles prit & tiche d'introduire d'Italie
en France, il mettoit beancoup de prix A la musique de I'Eglise. C'toit une
conséquence de son zdle religieux. L'Eglise gallicane et germanique de-
meuroit attachée an chant ambrosien, de préférence au chant grégorien
adopté 4 Rome. . . . Mais Charles leur imposa silence en leur faisant
obeerver que l'eau d'une rividre étoit plus pure A sa source que dans les
canaux qui en sont dérivés, et que Rome étant la source de toute sagesse
divine, il falloit réformer le rite gallican sur le rite romain. 1l se fit en-
suite donner par Adrien deux mailtres de chant ; il en garda un pour sa
chapelle, qu'il conduisit avec lui de province en province ; il voulnt gue
l'aatre fat stationnaire & Metz, afin d'y fonder, pour toute la France, nne
éocole de chant ecclésiastique. — S1sMONDI: Hist, des Franmgais, tom. ii.
Pp- 833-8398. Paris ed., 1821.




80 THE TENTH CENTURY:

ing of the time was designed to be represented, and in
which he with his household became scholars. He col-
lected also a library, limited, of course, in the number
of its manuscripts, but for the time costly and precious.
He studied rhetoric for himself, with mathematics and
astronomy, was conversant with the sacred writings, and
read Augustine with delight, especially the “De Civi-
tate Dei.” The French language took strong impulse
to development in his time, the earliest written exhibi-
tion of which is found by historians in the oath taken
by Louis of Germany toward Charles the Bald, A.p. 842,
Even Gibbon admits, who is usually frigid and un-
friendly toward the Emperor, that his “encouragement
of learning reflects the purest and most pleasing lustre
on the character of Charlemagne.” !

Not France alone, or Germany, took impression -from
this extraordinary man. He largely influenced Eng-
land, while he towered over the Continent as Mont Blanc
over the lesser peaks and ridges rising around it. It has
been supposed to be in remembrance of him that long
after his death the epithet “ Magnus,” incorporate with
his name, continued a frequent individual designation
in the far Scandinavia. The East as well as the West
honored his pre-eminence; and Haroun Al Raachid,

1 Decline and Fall, vi. 241.

Ozanam'’s testimony is more justly emphatic : —

Dans ce long régne de Charlemagne, il faut admirer bien moins la foroe
de son épée que celle de ses convictions. . . . Ce conquérant, ce législa-
teur, ce souverain de vingt peuples mal unis, est possédé de la curiosité
qui trouble le sommeil des savants. Au moment ot il émeut tout 'Occident
du bruit de ses premidres victoires, il reprend en sous-ceuvre ses études in-
completes. . . . Ce sont les occupations, non d'un sophiste couronné,
inaccessible aux affaires comme les empereurs de Constantinople, mais du
plus actif des hommes, qui mit fin & cinquante-trois expéditions militaires,
et gui chaque année tenait en personne ses plaids généraux. — A. F. Oza.
NAM : La Civil. Chrel. chez les Framcs, pp. 626626, Paris, 1878.
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lord of Asia from Africa to India, sent ambassadors to
him from his own magnificent capital of Bagdad, with
presents of silken tents, an elephant, a water-clock, and
the keys of the Holy Sepulchre.! When he was buried
in the basilica reared by himself at Aix-la-Chapelle, in
A. D. 814, still seated in death on a royal throne and
arrayed in magnificent imperial robes, the universal
feeling of Europe exalted him above all preceding
monarchs. In spite of his personal frailties and sins
the monks had visions of him ascending the shining
golden stairs, attended by angels, to be welcomed by
the Lord. When he was canonized, first by the Anti-
Pope, Paschal Third, three and a half centuries later,
A. D, 1166, and subsequently by Alexander Third, it was
in deference to this wide, persistent, controlling im-
pulse. Louis Ninth appointed an annual feast-day to
commemorate him with triumphant and solemn ser-
vice; and we, looking back with merely critical inter-
est on his times and his career, can see that in an
important sense it is true,— if he had been followed by
others equal to himself it would have been in every
sense true,— what an eloquent and judicious writer on
the Roman Empire has recently said, that from the mo-
ment of his imperial coronation modern history begins.3

1 Einhardi : Vita, 16. — The particular description of the clock, given by
Einhard, or at least by the author of the Annals, is worth quoting for a
light which it casts on the history of mechanical art : Fuerunt preterea
munera prefati regis . . . necnon et horologium ex auricalco arte me-
chaniea mirifice compositum, in quo duodecim horarum cursus ad clep-
sidram vertebatur, cum totidem sreis pilulis, quee ad completionem
horarum decidebant, et casu suo subjectum sibi cimbelum tinnire facie-
bant, additis in eodem ejusdem numeri equitibus, qui per duodecim
fenestras completis horis exiebant, et impulsu egressionis su® totidem
fenestras, que prius erant aperts, clandebant ; necnon et alia multa erant
in ipso horologio, que nunc enumerare longum est. — 4Annales, an. 807.

3 Brycs, The Holy Roman Empire, p. 49. London ed., 1876.
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It is an old tradition on the Rhine that Charlemagne,
looking from the windows of his palace at Ingelheim
only scanty ruins of which now can be traced, observed
that the snows melted first and the spring verdure ear-
liest appeared on a particular summit across the river.
“There, then,” he said, “ we will plant our vineyards ; ”
and from that day to this the vines and the wines of the
Riidesheimer Berg have been famous in the world. The
schools which he founded, with the Christian institu-
tions which he quickened and regulated, marked the
first outbreak of the spring-time in Europe after a tem-
pestuous winter; and if bitter frosts had not afterward
blighted the blossoming promise the Continent would
have been filled, earlier than it was, with gladness and
strength. The hope which he inspired never wholly
passed away. It was the one power for good which
subsequent disasters could not crush. A demonstra-
tion had been ‘given, on a really colossal scale, of what
was possible in European advancement. Something of
this was still remembered amid the agony of darkness
which followed. And I have referred so particularly to
this reign of Charlemagne, not merely because it formed
in itself an astonishing parenthesis in history, but be-
cause it was this, fundamentally, which made possible
the career of a man like Bernard three centuries later.
Those intervening cénturies, however, were full of such
a frightful chaos in Church and State as has never since
been equalled or approached.

Louis, the son of Charlemagne, who before his father’s
death had received the diadem from his hand, retained
nominally the same empire; but the regnant and un-'
resting energy which before had filled its indefinite
spaces being withdrawn, the fabric soon fell in bloody
dissolution. Among the sons of Louis it was divided
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by compact, you remember, after fierce conflicts.
Through the failure of collateral branches, it was
nominally and partially restored, toward the close of
the century, under Charles the Fat, the most wretched
of caricatures upon Charles the Great. When he had
been deposed, for cowardice and fatuity, in A.p. 887,
and after begging his bread from the rebels had died
in lonely and abject misery, and been buried in a con-
vent grave,! all semblance vanished of the former
coherent empire, to reappear only after the lapse of
three fourths of a century, under the plan and by the
prowess of the German Otho.

With the failure of the Empire, the grand and saga-
cious plan of Charlemagne, who had sought and for the
time had secured the territorial protection and govern-
mental unity of a large part of Europe, found tremen-
dous vindication. It became apparent that the Empire
had not simply originated in personal ambition, though
that of course had had its part in rearing the vast but
temporary structure. It had had also a vital relation
to the needs of the time; so that when it was gone the
threatening forces against which it had raised a tem-
porary bulwark broke forth upon its lands with fear-
fully wide and destroying violence. The interests to
which it had given a transient guarantee were exposed
thereafter, without protection, to the perils which it
had limited or arrested; and the future, of which a real
promise had lain in it, proved impossible to be reached
except through winding and bloody paths. Barbarism
rushed in from every side on the feeble beginnings of
the better civilization. Learning ceased to be cherished,
and the liberal arts which were beginning to germinate

3 At Reichenau, near Constance.
8 .

-
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withered like flowers in icy airs. Even Charlemagne’s
collection of German heroic songs is said to have been
destroyed as impious by his successors. The schools
established for popular training were almost as hope-
lessly scattered as was the School of the Palace. Armed
enemies burst with a fury unrestrained upon the dis-
tributed nascent states, which had no longer strength to
resist them. The African Saracens pillaged the coasts
of the Mediterranean; they plundered Arles and Mar-
seilles; they ravaged Corsica and Sardinia; they sacked
and burned the monastery of Monté Cassino, the cradle
of monachism in Europe; they burned Ostia and Civita
Vecchia, and threatened Rome, so that Leo Fourth, in
the middle of the ninth century, built a wall to protect
the quarter of the city around St. Peter’s, which is still
called from him the Leonine city. He built, also, near
the mouth of the Tiber, fortified towers, from one to the
other of which chains were stretched to prevent the
passage of piratical flotillas.

At the same time the Northmen, the sight of whose
swift and daring ships in Mediterranean harbors had
startled Charlemagne at the height of his power, and
against whom armed vessels had been stationed at the
mouths of French rivers, breaking forth from the popu-
lous Scandinavian coasts pierced into France, up the
Rhine into Germany, despoiling and slaying on every
gide. In the ninth and tenth centuries nearly fifty in-
cursions of the Northmen into France are historically
recorded. Where the records are less frequent it is
not improbably because convents had been destroyed,
monks had fled, and their painful recitals had turned
to ashea, The relentless ravagers pillaged Bordeanx
so thoroughly that the archbishop was transferred by
the Pope to Bourges, because his province had become
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a desert.! They were at Amiens, Cambrai, Rouen,
Liege, at Orléans, Tours, Toulouse, Nantes, at Tréves,
Cologne, Bonn, and stabled their horses in the basilica
at Aix. Chartres fell into their possession. Naples,
Sicily, and the Greek coasts were visited by their fierce
rapacily ; and before the death of Charles the Fat thcy
had laid siege to Paris,— then limited again to the
island in the Seine,— and had been not beaten off but
bought off, with a large money ransom and a free pas-
sage on the upper Seine, and into Burgundy. For
nearly a century France continued to be devastated by
them, till the wealthy province of Normandy having
become theirs by cession from the crown, A.p. 911, their
destroying irruptions were suspended. “From the fury
of the Normans, Good Lord, deliver us,” had become a
familiar petition of worshippers in the North of Europe,
a8 a similar prayer against the deadly arrows of the
Hungarians had found place in the South.

The ravages of the Hungarians had been yet more
dreadful than those of the Normans; and the memory of
them still links itself, in a lurid association, with the
national name so nobly represented in our time by
Kossuth, Dedk, and Andréssy. Composed of tribes of
Scythian and Finnish origin, this people, with tents of
skin, garments of fur, with scarified faces, and with the
terrible Tartar bows which were their characteristic
weapons,— though they used as well the sword, the
spear, the battle-axe, and the breastplate,— migrating
from the East, had broken into the parts of Pannonia
which Charlemagne had subdued, and from thence at
the close of the ninth century they swept like a whirl-
wind over EKurope. “Such was their Scythian speed,”
says Gibbon, “that in a single day a circuit of fifty miles

1 Sismondi, Hist. des Frangais, tom. iii. p. 210. |
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was stripped and consumed; . . . nor could any dis-
tance be secure against an enemy who, almost at the
same moment, laid in ashes the Helvetian monastery of
St. Gall and the city of Bremen on the shores of the
Northern Ocean.”! Then began the multiplication or
walled towns in Europe. Over the southern provinces
of France rolled unchecked the horrible flood. Cross-
ing the Pyrenees, it broke into Spain. Italy was
swept by it. The royal Pavia was burned, and almost
its whole population was slain. To the bounds of
Calabria the desolation extended. The savage invaders
showed no mercy, as they asked none. Even canni-
balism was attributed to them by the popular rumor.
Their business was to slay every man; and if they spared
women or children it was only to drag them into a cap-
tivity in the prospect of which death lost its terrors.
For nearly forty years such raids of savage massacre
continued, till the power of these enemies of all civiliza-
tion was finally broken in great battles under Henry the
Fowler and Otho. Afterward they subsided by slow
degrees into stationary life; but up to nearly the last
quarter of the tenth century the terror of the Hungarians
was hardly for a day absent from the mind of Europe.
Meantime the Slavonic Wends and Czechs had re-
nounced dependence on the Empire, and threatened its
frontiers. All Europe was menaced with a swift and
awful return of harbarism. Fear was so general and
80 oppressive that a dreadful apathy was born of it, an
apathy which tended to social and governmental atro-
phy, and was only interrupted by disaster and conwvul-
sion. Population diminished; and the remark of Sis-
mondi is literally true that in reading the scanty records

1 Decline and Fall, vol. vii. p. 171. London ed., 1848,























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































