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ANSWERING THE ALLEGATION THAT 
SOME LATER HANAFIS TAMPERED 

WITH A NARRATION IN THE  
MUSTADRAK AL HAKIM  

REGARDING SALATUL WITR 
 

Praise be to Allah that is due from all grateful believers, a fullness of 
praise for all his favours: a praise that is abundantly sincere and 
blessed.  May the blessings of Allah be upon our beloved Master 
Muhammad, the chosen one, the Apostle of mercy and the seal of all 
Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them all); and upon his 
descendants who are upright and pure: a blessing lasting to the Day of 
Judgment, like the blessing bestowed upon the Prophet Ibrahim 
(alaihis salam) and his descendants.  May Allah be pleased with all of 
the Prophetic Companions (Ashab al-Kiram).  Indeed, Allah is most 
worthy of praise and supreme glorification! 

 
The following is a succinct response to the claims spread by the vehemently anti-
Hanafi proponent known as Abu Alqama Ali Hassan Khan from Pakistan, that 
allegedly some later Hanafis made tahreef (distortion) of a Hadith in the Mustadrak al-
Hakim.  This latter individual has also spread the claim that some later Hanafis 
allegedly tampered with a narration in the Sunan of Abu Dawud.  This compiler has 
already written and uploaded an internet based counter reply to his false claims on this 
which emanated from one of their later writers, known as Sultan Mahmud al-Jalalpuri. 
 
Those who have followed an inkling of Abu Alqama’s posts in the past will soon 
realize that he is merely an emotively inexperienced non-academic transmitter and 
translator from mainly Urdu into English, of the mutterings of some of the Indian 
subcontinent pseudo-Salafites of this age.  Abu Alqama in his dry and farcical English 
has often shown his rancid temper by calling his opponents “Quburi” (grave 
worshippers), Dajjals and a whole host of other similar insults. May Allah guide him. 
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Abu Alqama said on Sun Jul 18, 2004 7:59 am1 under the thread entitled: 
 
 Tahreef of books of hadith by deobandi  
 
- The following claim based on the findings of Dawud Arshad of Pakistan: 
 
 
 
 

Shaykh Arshad showed also a tahreef in Mustadrak Hakim and 
Sunan Abu Dawud2  
 
Tahreef in Hakim  
 
There is a hadith in which Aishah says that when the Prophet 
saw prayed three rak'a of witr, he did not sit but at the end  
 
And a deobandi publisher in karachi published it with words " he 
did not make salam but at the end"  
 
So the words "he did not sit" where replaced by " He did not do 
salam"  
 
And here also, they don't have any nuskhah, it is an error in 
publishing, an error that suits hanafi fiqh. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
1 At the ahya.org forum 
2 This claim regarding Sunan Abu Dawud has been dealt with from this writers pen already in radd to al-
Jalalpuri, Bakr Abu Zayd, Irshad al-Haqq, Zubair Ali Za’i, Abu Khuzaimah, Abu Hibban and Abu Alqama 
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THE HANAFI RESPONSE: 
 
 
The claim mentioned by Abu Alqama from Dawud Arshad is not a novel one, but it 
was also spread by the Saudi based writer, Bakr Abu Zayd in his al-Rudud (p. 260), 
who merely blindly copied the claim of the Shaykh of the “Ahl-e-Hadeeth” of India in 
his time, Shamsul Haqq al-Azimabadi (d. 1329 AH).  The latter discussed this issue 
regarding the narration from A’isha (ra) in his notes to the Sunan al-Daraqutni known 
as al-Ta’liq al-Mughni which was originally printed in 1310 AH/1892.3 
 
Bakr Abu Zayd said: 
 

 
 
Now, Abu Alqama claimed (may be on the authority of Dawud Arshad) that a 
Deobandi publisher in Karachi printed the said narration from Aisha (ra) as:  
 
"he did not make salam but at the end"  
 
This is surprising to read, since al-Azimabadi passed away in 1329 AH, so the claim of 
Abu Alqama that a Deobandi published it with “Tahreef” is invalid from chronological 
deduction, since Bakr Abu Zayd implied that al-Azimabadi had also made this claim 
originally more than 100 years ago! 
                                                   
3 This was mentioned in an article at: http://almuttaqoon.com/ar/t909.htm 
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Looking now at the originally printed Hyderabad edition of the Mustadrak al-Hakim 
(1/304) with the Talkhis al-Mustadrak of al-Dhahabi printed beneath it we may observe 
the following: 
 

The above printed copy of al-Mustadrak was finalised in 1335 AH by Da’iratul Ma’arif 
in Hyderabad, India; as the editor of that volume dated it as such at the end of the first 
volume.  This indicates that al-Azimabadi who passed away in 1329 AH did not live to 
see this copy of the Mustadrak in print.  The following is a scan from al-Azimabadi’s 
al-Ta’liq al-Mughni4on this issue: 
 

                                                   
4 Muassasa Risala edition 



 5 

 
 
 Indeed, the printed text of the Mustadrak does say from A’isha (ra) that the Prophet 
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would perform 3 (rak’ats) of Witr and he would not make 
the Salam except at the end (of the 3 rak’ats).  In the footnotes, Hafiz al-Dhahabi 
has presented the same narration but with a difference in just one wording, and that is 
he did not sit but at the end  
 
If the above printed edition underwent wilful distortion of part of the wording under 
the auspices of some Hanafi editors, one may question why did they leave the alternate 
version in wording as al-Dhahabi transmitted it in his Talkhis of the Mustadrak?!  
Indeed, the likes of Abu Alqama have not done their initial homework in depth to 
create a concrete claim that some later Ahnaf did for sure tamper with the wording.  If 
they had deliberately done so, then what would have prevented them from making 
sure that al-Dhahabi’s wording should have fitted in with the Mustadrak that they 
printed?! 
 
It is not the aim of this article to prove the fiqh of how Witr should be performed and 
what are the key proofs used by the Ahnaf, but interspersed within this article there is 
a flavour of some of the narrations utilised by the Hanafis. 
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What we have not seen from Abu Alqama and his Shaykhs is who else from the major 
Hanafi and non-Hanafi Muhaddithin had presented the narration from A’isha (ra) with 
the wording as found in the printed edition of al-Mustadrak which is typed below: 
 
Mustadrak al Hakim (1/304, Hyderabad edition): 
 

 ثنا ، الْحافظُ حبِيبٍ بنِ محمد بن صالِح ثنا ، بِبخَارى الْفَقيه سهلٍ بن أَحمد نَصرٍ أَبو أَخْبرنَاه ما
انبشَي نوخَ بنِ فَرةَ أَبِي ببثنا ، شَي انأَب ، نةَ عقَتَاد ، نةَ عاررنِ زفَى بأَو ، نع دعنِ سب 

 " نرِهي آخإِلا ف لِّمسلا ي بِثَلاث روتي  ولُ اللَّهسر ائِشَةَ ، قَالَتْ : " كَانع نشَامٍ ، عه
الْمدينَة أَهلُ أَخَذَه وعنْه ، [ الْخَطَّابِ بنِ عمر الْمؤْمنين أَميرِ وِتْر وهذَا  

 
 
What is notable is that the above narration is also narrated from al-Hakim by al-
Bayhaqi in his Sunan al-Kubra as follows but the wording is connected to sitting at the 
end 
 
Sunan al-Kubra of al-Bayhaqi (3/28): 

 
 محمد بن صالِح ثنا ، بِبخَارى الْفَقيه سهلٍ بن أَحمد نَصرٍ أَبو أنبأ ، الْحافظُ اللَّه عبد أَبو أَخْبرنَا

 عن ، أَوفَى بنِ زرارةَ عن ، قَتَادةَ عن ، أَبان ثنا ، شَيبةَ أَبِي بن شَيبان ثنا ، الْحافظُ حبِيبٍ بنِ
دعنِ سشَامٍ به ، نائِشَةَ عقالَتْ ، ع  " :ولُ كَانسر اللَّه  روتي لا بِثَلاث دقْعي إِلا يف 

نرِهي كَذَا ،"  آخف هذه ةايوالر ، قَدينَا ووي رف يثدح دعنِ سشَامٍ به وِتْر عٍ  النَّبِيسبِت ثُم 
   أَعلَم واللَّه ، بِسبعٍ

 
Additionally, it is also mentioned in al-Bayhaqi’s Ma’rifatus Sunan: 
 

 بن يحيى حدثَنَا:  قَالَ ، الْعدلُ يعقُوب بن الْحسن أَخْبرنَا:  قَالَ ، الْحافظُ اللَّه عبد أَبو أَخْبرنَا
 زرارةَ عن ، قَتَادةَ عن ، سعيد أَخْبرنَا:  قَالَ ، عطَاء بن الْوهابِ عبد حدثَنَا:  قَالَ ، طَالِبٍ أَبِي
 الركْعتَينِ في يسلِّم لا"   النَّبِي كَان:  قَالَتْ ، عائِشَةَ عن ، هشَامٍ بنِ سعيد عن ، أَوفَى بنِ

 بنِ سعيد عن ، يونُس بن وعيسى ، عطَاء بن الْوهابِ عبد روياه هكَذَا ،"  الْوِتْرِ من الأُولَيينِ
:  فيه وقَالَ ، قَتَادةَ عن ، يزِيد بن أَبان ورواه ، الأَولِ الْحديث من مخْتَصر وهو ، عروبةَ أَبِي

كَان رسولُ اللَّه $ " يوتر بِثَلاث لا يقْعد إِلا في آخرِهن " وهو بِخلاف رِواية ابنِ أَبِي عروبةَ 
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 بنِ اللَّه عبد عن الثَّلاث في الروايةُ وإِنَّما ، قَتَادةَ عن ، وهمامٍ ، ومعمرٍ ، الدستُوائِي وهشَامٍ ،
ودعسم ، نم لِهقَو رفُوعٍ غَيرم  " :لِ وِتْرارِ كَوِتْرِ ، ثَلاثٌ اللَّيالنَّه لاةغْرِبِ صالْم  "، قَدو 
هفَعى ريحي نا بكَرِينِ زاجِبِ أَبِي بونِ ، الْحشِ عمالأَع ، نع الِكنِ مب ارِثالْح ، نع دبع 

 الْحسنِ أَبو أَخْبرنَا:  قَالَ ، الْحارِث بن بكْرِ أَبو وأَخْبرنَا ، اللَّه عبد عن ، يزِيد بنِ الرحمنِ
يقُطْنارقَالَ ، الد ناجِبِ أَبِي ابوذَا الْحيفٌ هعض ، لَمو وِهرنِ يشِ عما الأَعفُوعرم هرقَالَ ، غَي 

 موقُوفًا الأَعمشِ عنِ ، وغَيرهما ، نُميرٍ بن اللَّه وعبد ، الْجامعِ في الثَّورِي رواه:  أَحمد الشَّيخُ
 أَو سبع الْوِتْر"  مسعود بن اللَّه عبد قَالَ:  قَالَ ، إِبراهيم عن ، الأَعمشِ عنِ ، سفْيان وروى
سلا ، خَمأَقَلَّ و نم ذَا ،"  ثَلاثهو عنْقَطقُوفٌ مومو  

 
Someone may now suggest that since al-Bayhaqi transmitted it with the wording لا دقْعي   
from al-Hakim, then for sure someone must have tampered with the wording from 
دقْعلا ي to لا لِّمسي  ?! 
 
The issue here is what is the proof that later Hanafis tampered with it?  What will 
become viewable below is that the above narration from the printed edition of al-
Hakim’s Mustadrak with the wording:   لا لِّمسي is not an invention of any later Ahnaf, 
but rather the manuscripts of the Mustadrak differ in the precise wording at hand.  In 
the next few pages, it will be shown from the works of some major Hanafi Hadith 
specialists that in their respective times there must have existed manuscripts of the 
Mustadrak with the wording لا لِّمسي , rather than لا دقْعي  
 
What is also viewable above is that al-Bayhaqi did not transmit the following words of 
al-Hakim after A’isha’s narration: 
 

الْمدينَة أَهلُ أَخَذَه وعنْه ، [ الْخَطَّابِ بنِ عمر الْمؤْمنين أَميرِ وِتْر وهذَا  
 
Namely, that this is the Witr of Amir al-Mu’min Umar ibn al Khattab and from him 
the People of Madina took this.  The Hanafis have alternate narrations from Umar (ra) 
and other Sahaba to demonstrate their view that after 2 rak’ats one should sit for 
Tashhahud, and raise back up for one more rak’ah without taslim after the first 
Tashhahud but only in the final sitting.  This will be mentioned in due time below. 
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HANAFI MASTERS WHO TRANSMITTED AL-HAKIM’S 
NARRATION AS لِّمسلا ي RATHER THAN دقْعلا ي 

 
 
The first testification is from the 8th century Imam, Jamalud-Din al-
Zayla’i (d. 762 AH) in his Nasb al Ra’ya (2/118) who mentioned this narration as 
follows (see the underlining carefully): 
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The editor of Nasb al Ra’ya has mentioned the difference in the manuscripts of the 
Mustadrak and has also mentioned some of the Hanafi Ulama who transmitted the 
narration with the wording:  لِّمسلا ي 
 
The second testification is from 3 works of the 9th century Hanafi 
Muhaddith, Imam Badrud-Din al Ayni (d. 855 AH) 
 
i) In his al-Binaya fi Sharh al Hidaya (2/575) he mentioned it with لِّمسلا ي :- 

 
 
 
 



 10

 
ii) The same was mentioned in his commentary to the Sunan of Abu Dawud al-Sijistani 
(5/330) 
 
 

 
 
iii) Finally, he also mentioned it with the same wording in his commentary to Sahih al-
Bukhari known as Umdatul Qari (7/3): 

 
بإسناده إلى عائشة قالت كان ) سننه(ولأبي حنيفة أيضا أحاديث صحيحة ترد عليه منها ما رواه النسائي في 

قالت كان رسول االله   عائشةبإسناده إلى ) مستدركه(ا ما رواه في رسول االله  لا يسلم في ركعتي الوتر ومنه
وقال إنه صحيح على شرط البخاري ومسلم ولم يخرجاه يوتر بثلاث لا يسلم إلاّ في آخرهن  
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The third testification is from the 9th century Imam and Faqih of the 
Hanafis in his time, Shaykh Kamalud-Din ibn al Humam (d. 861 AH) 
 
In his Fath al Qadir (Sharh on al-Hidaya of al-Marghinani), Ibn al Humam mentioned 
it with the wording - لِّمسلا ي  :- 

أَنَّ { لما روت عائشةُ رضي اللَّه عنها )  الْوِتر ثَلَاثُ ركَعات لَا يفْصلُ بينهن بِسلَامٍ( 
 بِثَلَاث روتكَانَ ي لَامالسلَاةُ والص هلَيع بِيالن { اعمإج اللَّه همحر نسكَى الْححو

ه ، وفي قَولٍ يوتر بِتسليمتينِ الْمسلمين علَى الثَّلَاث ، هذَا أَحد أَقْوالِ الشافعي رحمه اللَّ
اهنيوا را مهِملَيةُ عجالْحو ، اللَّه همحر كاللُ مقَو وهو  

حرالش  

)2/355(

  
وقَالَ علَى شرطهِما عنها  روى الْحاكم) قَولُه لما روت عائشةُ رضي اللَّه عنها ( 

قَالَت : { كَانَ رسولُ اللَّه صلَّى اللَّه علَيه وسلَّم يوتر بِثَلَاث لَا يسلِّم إلَّا في 
 لَّمسو هلَيع لَّى اللَّهص بِيكَانَ الن } ا قَالَتهنع يائسى النوكَذَا رو ، { نرِهآخ

وأَخرج الْحاكم قيلَ للْحسنِ إنَّ ابن عمر كَانَ يسلِّم } لَا يسلِّم في ركْعتي الْوِترِ 
في الركْعتينِ من الْوِترِ فَقَالَ كَانَ عمر أَفْقَه منه وكَانَ ينهض في الثَّانِية بِالتكْبِيرِ 

نع كَتسى وهتان ه.  
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The fourth testification is from the 9th century Hanafi Hafiz of 
Hadith, Imam Qasim ibn Qutlubugha (d. 879 AH), who mentioned it 
from al-Hakim in his al-Ta’rif wal Ikhbar bi-Takhrij ahadith al Ikhtiyar5 as follows: 
 

 
 
                                                   
5 The edition used here is from a PhD thesis edited by Muhammad Almas Ya’qubi with the approval of 
Umm al-Qurra University (1410 AH/1990 CE). No accusations of tampering was mentioned by the editor 
with regard to the narration in the Mustadrak 
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The fifth testification is from the 10th century Hanafi faqih, Mulla Ali 
al-Qari (d. 1014 AH)  
 
In his Sharh on Mishkat al-Masabih, known as Mirqat al-Mafatih (2/202) he quoted 
from Imam Ibn al Humam as follows: 
 
 

يوتر بثلاث لا يسلم إلا  وقال على شرطهما عن عائشة قالت كان رسول االله روى الحاكم ابن الهمام قال
وكذا روى النسائي عنها قالت كان النبي لا يسلم في ركعتي الوتر في آخرهن  

 
A similar quote is found in Imam Ali al-Qari’s Sharh on the Musnad Abu Hanifa (p. 
511): 
 

رواه الحاكم عنها، أي بتسليمة واحدة، كما روت عائشة، على ما ) عاتوفي رواية، كان يوثر بثلاث رك(
وكذا  .كان رسول اللّه صلى اللّه عليه وسلم يوتر بثلاث لا يسلم إلا في آخرهن: قالت

في مصنف ابن أبي شيبة  كان النبي صلى اللّه عليه وسلم لا يسلم في ركعتي الوتر: روى النسائي عنها، قالت
سبح {يقرأ فيها بـ . (بسنده، عن الحسن، قد أجمع المسلمون على أن الوتر في ثلاث لا يسلم إلا في آخرهن

وروى الطحاوي بسنده، عن سعيد بن } قل هو اللّه أحد{، و }قل يا أيها الكافرون{، و }اسم ربك الإعلى
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سبح اسم {ه عليه وسلم يوتر بثلاث، يقرأ في الأولى بـ كان رسول اللّه صلى اللّ: جبير، عن ابن عباس قال
.، إلى آخره}ربك الأعلى  

 
The sixth testification is from the 12th century Hanafi Hafiz of 
Hadith, Imam Muhammad Murtada al-Zabidi (d. 1205 AH) 
 
He mentioned al-Hakim’s narration in his Uqud al-Jawahir al-Munifa fi Adilla 
Madhhab al Imam Abi Hanifa (p. 81) as follows: 
 

 
 
 
These are 6 major Imams from the Hanafi School who are all respected for being adil 
(upright) and dabit (precise) in what they transmitted, and no one accused them of any 
form of wilful tahreef of al-Hakim’s narration. 
 
The seventh testification is from the 13th century Hanafi Shaykh of 
India, Allama Abdal Hayy al-Laknawi 
 
In the days of Shamsul Haqq al-Azimabadi there lived a formidable Hanafi scholar 
known as Shaykh Abdal Hayy al-Laknawi (d. 1304 AH).  He too has quoted al-
Hakim’s narration in his Ta’liq al-Mumajjad6 (1/520) which is a commentary to the 
Muwatta of Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani.  Shaykh Abdal Hayy said as follows: 
 

                                                   
6 Acknowledgements go to the South African Shaykh, Husain Kadodia for informing me about this, and for sending 
the scan from Shaykh Laknawi’s work 
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To close this section we will quote one non-Hanafi Muhaddith of his time who did 
also mention al-Hakim’s narration in both formats without accusing any Hanafi of 
wilful tahreef. 
 
Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al Asqalani al-Shafi’i (d. 852 AH) mentioned it in his al-
Diraya fi Takhrij ahadith al-Hidaya7 (p. 190) as follows: 
 

حديث عائشة أن النبي صلى االله عليه وسلم كان يوتر بثلاث يعني لا يفصل بينهن بسلام الحاكم كان رسول االله صلى  242
يوتر بثلاث لا يسلم إلا في آخرهن االله عليه وسلم  

 
Ibn Hajar also knew of the alternate version from the Mustadrak in his Talkhis al-
Habir: 

 
518 - نهرإلَّا في آخ سلجلَا ي بِثَلَاث روتكَانَ ي لَّمسو هلَيع لَّى اللَّهص هيثُ أَندح   يقهيالْبو يائسالنو دمأَح

 نهنيلُ بفْصلَا ي بِثَلَاث روتكَانَ ي دملَفْظُ أَحةَ وشائع ةايرِو نم ماكالْحونرِهي آخإلَّا ف دقْعولفظ الحاكم لَا ي.  
 
Assuming that al-Hakim transmitted the wording from A’isha (ra) as “He did not sit 
but at the end” and as al-Hakim claimed after mentioning A’isha’s narration that: 
 
 

الْمدينَة أَهلُ أَخَذَه وعنْه ، [ الْخَطَّابِ بنِ عمر الْمؤْمنين أَميرِ وِتْر وهذَا  
 
Namely, that this is the Witr of Amir al-Mu’min Umar ibn al Khattab and from him 
the People of Madina took this.  It has been said earlier that the Hanafis have alternate 

                                                   
7 This is a follow up work to Hafiz al-Zayla’i’s Nasb al-Ra’ya, and al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar did not take liberty to mention 
that what al-Zayla’i quoted from al-Hakim was some form of tampered version of A’isha’s (ra) narration 
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narrations from Umar (ra) and other Sahaba to demonstrate their view that after 2 
rak’ats one should sit for Tashhahud, and raise back up for one more rak’ah without 
taslim after the first Tashhahud but only in the final sitting just like Salatul Maghrib. 
 
What indicates that al-Hakim’s claim that Umar (ra) and the People of Madina did not 
sit except at the end of 3 Rak’ats to be a weak statement, is the following authentic 
narration from Imam al-Tahawi’s Sharh Ma’ani al Athar (1/293, no. 1742): 

 
عن , أَخْبرني عمرو : قَالَ , قَالَ أَنَا ابن وهبٍ , حدثَنَا يحيى بن سلَيمان الْجعفي : حدثَنَا ابن أَبِي داود ، قَالَ 

, فَقَالَ عمر إنِّي لَم أُوتر , دفَنَّا أَبا بكْرٍ لَيلًا : قَالَ , عن ابنِ السباق عن الْمسورِ بنِ مخْرمةَ , ابنِ أَبِي هلاَلٍ 
 هاءرفَفْنَا وصو لَّ ,فَقَامفَصاتكَعى بِنَا ثَلاَثَ ر , نرِهي آخإلَّا ف لِّمسي لَم  

 
Ibn Abi Dawud --- Yayha ibn Sulayman al-Ju’fi --- Ibn Wahb --- Amr --- Ibn Abi Hilal 
--- Ibn al Sabbaq --- al-Miswar ibn Makhrama (ra) said that they buried Abu Bakr (ra) 
at night.  Umar (ra) said:  ‘I have not prayed Witr as yet.’  He then stood up and we 
formed lines behind him.  He led us in prayer with three rak’ats and did not give the 
Salam until the last (rak’ah). 
 
The above narration from the Sahabi, al-Miswar ibn Makhrama shows that Umar (ra) 
lead with three rak’ats of Witr8 and he did not give the Salam until the last Tashhahud. 
 
SANAD ANALYSIS FOR THE LAST NARRATION: 
 
Imam al-Tahawi is a trustworthy Hafiz who narrated from his Shaykh, Ibn Abi 
Dawud.  The latter is known as Ibrahim ibn Abi Dawud and al-Dhahabi mentioned 
him as a Hafiz of Hadith in his Siyar a’lam (13/393) with praise from Ibn Yunus as 
follows: 

 إبراھیم بن أبي داود، أبو إسحاق، الشیخ، الامام، الحافظ، المجود* البرلسي  - 189
). 1(البرلسي، بفتحتین ثم لام مضمومة . سلیمان بن داود الاسدي، الشامي، الصوري المولد

وكان من أوعیة . آدم بن أبي إياس، وسعید بن أبي مريم، وأبا مسھر الغساني، وطبقتھم: سمع
محمد بن يوسف الھروي، : روى عنه: قلت. ذاكرته، وكان من أوعیة الحديث: قال ابن جوصا. العلم

: قال أبو سعید بن يونس. ، وأبو العباس الاصم، وأبو الفوارس السندي، وجماعةجعفر الطحاوي وأبو
قال ابن عساكر . توفي بمصر في شعبان، سنة سبعین ومئتین. ھو أحد الحفاظ المجودين الاثبات

عبد سمع أبا مسھر، ورواد بن الجراح، وبكار بن عبداالله السیريني، ويحیى الوحاظي، ويزيد بن ): 2(
  . ربه، وسمى عدة

Ibn Abi Dawud narrated from Yahya ibn Sulayman al-Ju’fi who was declared to be 
Saduq (truthful) with some mistakes by Ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib al-Tahdhib as follows: 
 

                                                   
8 One may also consult the Musannaf of Abdar Razzaq (no. 4636) and Sharh Ma’ani al-Athar of al-Tahawi (1/294, 
no. 1747) for a narration from Anas ibn Malik (ra) performing 3 rak’ats of Witr with the salam at the last Tashhahud 
alone 
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يحيى بن سليمان بن يحيى بن سعيد الجعفي أبو سعيد الكوفي نزيل مصر صدوق يخطىء مـن  ]  7564[ 
 العاشرة مات سنة سبع أو ثمان وثلاثين خ ت 

 
Yahya narrated from Ibn Wahb.  Ibn Wahb is Abdullah ibn Wahb and Ibn Hajar 
declared him to be a jurisprudent who was a Trustworthy Hafiz and Abid in al-Taqrib 
as follows:  
 

من التاسعة  الفقيه ثقة حافظ عابدعبد االله بن وهب بن مسلم القرشي مولاهم أبو محمد المصري ]  3694[ 
  مات سنة سبع وتسعين وله اثنتان وسبعون سنة ع 

  
Ibn Wahb narrated from Amr who is known as Amr ibn al Harith al-Ansari.  The later 
did narrate from Ibn Abi Hilal who is commonly known as Sa'eed ibn Abi Hilal (see 
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib of Ibn Hajar, 8/8, no. 22).  Ibn Hajar graded Amr as being a 
Trustworthy jurisprudent and Hafiz in al-Taqrib as follows: 

 
من السـابعة   ثقة فقيه حافظعمرو بن الحارث بن يعقوب الأنصاري مولاهم المصري أبو أيوب ]  5004[ 

  مات قديما قبل الخمسين ومائة ع 
  
Amr’s Shaykh was Ibn Abi Hilal and he is Sa’eed ibn Abi Hilal whose narrations are 
found in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim also.  Ibn Hajar mentioned the following 
about Ibn Abi Hilal in al-Taqrib: 
 

سعيد بن أبي هلال الليثي مولاهم أبو العلاء المصري قيل مدني الأصل وقال بن يونس بل نشـأ  ]  2410[ 
لم أر لابن حزم في تضعيفه سلفا إلا أن الساجي حكى عن أحمد أنه اختلط من السادسـة مـات    صدوقبها 

  بعد الثلاثين وقيل قبلها وقيل قبل الخمسين بسنة ع 
   

Ibn Abi Hilal is generally Saduq (truthful) and he narrated from Ibn al-Sabbaq who is 
commonly known as Ubayd ibn al Sabbaq who was declared to be Thiqa (trustworthy) 
by Ibn Hajar in al Taqrib as follows: 

 
  من الثالثة ع  ثقة عبيد بن السباق بمهملة وموحدة شديدة المدني الثقفي أبو سعيد]  4373[ 

 
Ibn al-Sabbaq narrated from the Sahabi, al-Miswar (ra) and Ibn Hajar mentioned the 
latter to be a Sahabi in his al-Taqrib as follows: 

المسور بن مخرمة بن نوفل بن أهيب بن عبد مناف بن زهرة الزهري أبو عبد الـرحمن لـه   ]  6672[  
  مات سنة أربع وستين ع  صحبةولأبيه 
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Imam al-Tahawi also mentioned the position of the Ulama of Madina in line with the 
Hanafi view in his Sharh Ma’ani al Athar: 
 

 
, عن أَبِيه , أَخْبرني ابن أَبِي الزنَاد : قَالَ , حدثَنَا ابن وهبٍ : وقَد حدثَنَا ربِيع الْمؤَذِّن ، قَالَ 

 .لاَ يسلِّم إلَّا في آخرِهن  ,أَثْبتَ عمر بن عبد الْعزِيزِ الْوِتْر بِالْمدينَة بِقَولِ الْفُقَهاء ثَلاَثًا  :قَالَ 
لِد بن نزارٍ الأَيلي حدثَنَا خَا: حدثَنَا أَبو الْعوامِ محمد بن عبد اللَّه بنِ عبد الْجبارِ الْمرادي ، قَالَ 

, سعيد بنِ الْمسيبِ , عن السبعة , عن أَبِيه , حدثَنَا عبد الرحمانِ بن أَبِي الزنَاد : ، قَالَ 
وعبيد , وخَارِجةَ بنِ زيد ,  وأَبِي بكْرِ بنِ عبد الرحمانِ, والْقَاسمِ بنِ محمد , وعروةَ بنِ الزبيرِ 
 اللَّه دبنِ عب ارٍ , اللَّهسنِ يب انملَيسا , ومبرلٍ وفَضلاَحٍ وصو قْهلِ فأَه ماهوس خَةشْيي مف

مما وعيتُ عنْهم علَى هذه الصفَة  فَكَان. اخْتَلَفُوا في الشَّيء فَأَخَذَ بِقَولِ أَكْثَرِهم وأَفْضلهِم رأْيا 
د أَجمعوا أَن ن الْوِتْر ثَلاَثٌ لاَ يسلِّم إلَّا في آخرِهن فَهذَا من ذَكَرنَا من فُقَهاء الْمدينَة وعلَمائِهِم قَأَ

 نرِهي آخإلَّا ف لِّمسثَلاَثٌ لاَ ي تَ, الْوِتْرزِيزِ والْع دبع نب رمع لَى ذَلِكع مهعاب , ذَلِك رنْكي لَمو
 دعوِتْرِ س نم ا كَانبِ ميسالْم نب يدعس ملع قَدو ماهوس رنْكم , رِهفَأَفْتَى بِغَي , نْهلَى مأَو آهرو

وقَد روى عنْه الزهرِي وابنُه هشَام في الْوِتْرِ ما قَد , بِذَلِك أَيضا وقَد أَفْتَى عروةُ بن الزبيرِ 
فَهذَا عنْدنَا مما لاَ ينْبغي خلاَفُه لِما قَد شَهِد لَه من حديث . تَقَدمتْ رِوايتُنَا لَه في هذَا الْبابِ 

.وأَقْوالِ أَكْثَرِهم من بعده ثُم اتَّفَقَ علَيه تَابِعوهم , أَصحابِه  رسولِ اللَّه ثُم فعلِ  
 
Additionally, Imam Badrud-Din al-Ayni has also mentioned in his Umdatul Qari (7/3-
4) something of a similar nature on three rak’ats of Witr with the taslim at the end of 
the Salah as follows: 
 

عن أبي سعيد أن رسول االله  ى عن البتيراء وممن قال يوتر بثلاث لا يفصل ) التمهيد(أخرجه ابن عبد البر في 
عمر وعلى وابن مسعود وحذيفة وأبي بن كعب وابن عباس وأنس وأبو أمامةبينهن   

________________________________________ 
4:ص 7:القاري جعمدة    

وقال الترمذي ذهب جماعة من الصحابة وغيرهم إليه وعند  عمر بن عبد العزيز والفقهاء السبعة وأهل الكوفةو
النسائي بسند صحيح عن ابي بن كعب كان رسول االله  يوتر بسبح اسم ربك الأعلى وقل يا أيها الكافرون 

ذي من حديث الحارث عن علي رضي االله تعالى عنه كان وقل هو االله أحد ولا يسلم إلاّ في آخرهن وعند الترم
 رسول االله  يوتر بثلاث
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A FURTHER LOOK AT AL-HAKIM’S 
NARRATION IN THE MUSTADRAK 

 
 
Assuming that the correct variant from the manuscripts of al-Hakim’s Mustadrak 
should have been in line with what al-Bayhaqi narrated in his Sunan as follows: 
 

 محمد بن صالِح ثنا ، بِبخَارى الْفَقيه سهلٍ بن أَحمد نَصرٍ أَبو أنبأ ، الْحافظُ اللَّه عبد أَبو أَخْبرنَا
بنِ حبِيبٍ الْحافظُ ، ثنا شَيبان بن أَبِي شَيبةَ ، ثنا أَبان ، عن قَتَادةَ ، عن زرارةَ بنِ أَوفَى 

، عن سعد بنِ هشَامٍ ، عن عائِشَةَ ، قالَتْ : " كَان رسولُ اللَّه  يوتر بِثَلاث لا يقْعد إِلا في 
نرِهآخ " j 

 
One may notice that the narrator who took from Qatada in the above sanad was Aban 
who is Aban ibn Yazid al-Attar.  He is the only one who narrated it with the wording: 
“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) performed 3 rak’ats of Witr 
and he did not sit but at the end (of the Salah).” 
 
Ibn Hajar mentioned the following point under Aban in al-Taqrib: 
 

من السابعة مات في حدود الستين خ م د ت  ثقة له أفرادأبان بن يزيد العطار البصري أبو يزيد ]  143[ 
  س 

Namely, Aban was trustworthy but he had some narrations that he transmitted alone 
with no other narrators relating similarly to himself on some occasions. 
 
Imam Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Shaybani has a chapter heading in his Muwatta as: 
“Chapter on saying as-salamu alaikum in Witr.” Meaning the final salutation after 3 
rak’ats.   
 
The first narration (no. 258) he mentioned was as follows: 
 
Malik informed us: Nafi informed is that Ibn Umar would say as-salamu alaikum in 
Witr between the two Rak’ats and the one rak’ah, so that he could give the order for 
something he needed.” 
 
Muhammad (al-Shaybani) said: “We do not adhere to this; rather we adhere to the 
verdict of Abdullah ibn Mas’ud and Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, and 
we do not think that as-salamu alaikum should be said between them.” 
 



 20

Now, after narrating some reports going back to Umar (ra), Ibn Mas’ud and Ibn Abbas 
(ra), the final narration that Imam al-Shaybani presented in his Muwatta (no. 266) was 
the following one from A’isha (ra): 
 
 

 عن ، أَوفَى أَبِي بنِ زرارةَ عن ، قَتَادةَ عن ، عروبةَ أَبِي بن سعيد أَخْبرنَا:  محمد قَالَ
يدعنِ سشَامٍ به ، نائِشَةَ عع ، ولَ أَنسر اللَّه  لا"  كَان لِّمسي يتَيِ فكْعالْوِتْرِ ر  "  

 
Muhammad said: “Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba informed us from Qatada from Zurara ibn 
Abi Awfa from Sa’eed ibn Hisham from A’isha (ra) that the Messenger of Allah 
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not say the Salam after 2 rak’ats of Witr.” 
 
The above narration has a similar isnâd back to A’isha as in the Mustadrak al-Hakim 
and Sunan al-Bayhaqi, except that Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba was the one who narrated it 
from Qatada.  Sa’eed was mentioned in summary by Ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib as follows: 
 

صري ثقة حافظ له تصانيف كثيـر  سعيد بن أبي عروبة مهران اليشكري مولاهم أبو النضر الب]  2365[ 
  من السادسة مات سنة ست وقيل سبع وخمسين ع  وكان من أثبت الناس في قنادةالتدليس واختلط 

    
Namely, Sa’eed was a trustworthy Hafiz; though he performed a lot of tadlees and 
confused his narrations (in his last days) he was the most established narrator when 
reporting from Qatada. 
 
Hence, what Sa’eed narrated from Qatada is the most accurate version of the narration 
from A’isha (ra) with the wording being: 
 
“..That the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not say the Salam 
after 2 rak’ats of Witr.” 
 
Rather than: 
 
“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) performed 3 rak’ats of Witr and he did not 
sit but at the end (of the Salah).” 
 
Additionally, the following narrators also took from Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba with a list of 
the hadith works which has the same narration as quoted above from the Muwatta 
Muhammad: 
 
Bishr ibn al Mufaddal as in the Sunan al-Kubra of al-Nasa’i (no. 1701) 
Al-Mut’im ibn al Miqdam as in the Musnad al-Shamiyyin of al-Tabarani (no. 917) 
Shuja ibn al Walid as in Sharh Ma’ani al Athar of al-Tahawi (no. 1044) 
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Abda as in the Musannaf Ibn Abi Shayba (no. 6912, Awwama edn) 
Abdal Wahhab ibn Ata as in Sunan al-Kubra of al Bayhaqi (3/31) 
Yazid ibn Zur’ai as in Sunan al-Daraqutni (no. 1649), Salatul Witr of al Marwazi (no. 
114) and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in his Ta’rikh (14: 284) 
 
 
Besides, al-Hakim9 has quoted a variant from Isa ibn Yunus from Sa’eed ibn Abi 
Aruba back to A’isha (ra):  

 
Mustadrak al Hakim (1/304): 
 

 بن الْوهابِ عبد ثنا ، طَالِبٍ أَبِي بن يحيى ثنا ، الْعدلُ يوسفَ بنِ يعقُوب بن الْحسن أَخْبرنَا: 
طَاءأَ ، عأَنْب يدعحدثنا ، سو وكْرِ أَبب ناقَ بحأَ ، إِسأَنْب نسالْح نب يلنِ عب ادثنا ، زِي يماهرإِب نب 
 ، أَوفَى بنِ زرارةَ عن ، قَتَادةَ عن ، عروبةَ أَبِي بن سعيد ثنا ، يونُس بن عيسى ثنا ، موسى

نع دعنِ سشَامٍ به ، نائِشَةَ عكَ : " قَالَتْ ، عولُ انسر لا  اللَّه لِّمسي ينِ فتَيكْعنِ الريالأُولَي نم 
يخَرجاه ولَم ، الشَّيخَينِ شَرط علَى صحيح حديثٌ هذَا " الْوِتْرِ  

 
Meaning that: “The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not give salam in the 
first two rak’ahs of Witr.” 
 
This narration was quoted by al-Hakim just before the narration that Abu Alqama et al 
claimed was tampered by some later Ahnaf! 
 
To conclude this section, the narration transmitted by Aban from Qatada is Ghayr 
Mahfuz (not preserved accurately) and since his narration opposes that by a number of 
other students of Qatada, it stands as being a Shadh (aberrant) narration. The correct 
narration is the alternate version mentioned from Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani and 
others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
9 And also in the Musnad of Ishaq ibn Rahawayh (no. 1310) 
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CONCLUSION 
 

In closing this short treatise, the likes of Abu Alqama and his Shaykhs like Dawud 
Arshad and Bakr Abu Zayd all spread the claim that some later Hanafis allegedly 
tampered with A’isha’s narration found in the Mustadrak of al-Hakim.  By Allah’s will 
it has been demonstrated by consulting the original works of some 7 Hanafi Ulama 
and one Shafi’ite Muhaddith, that they too had known of, and mentioned the narration 
from al-Hakim with the very wording that the pseudo-Salafites claimed was 
interpolated into A’isha’s narration to suit Hanafi fiqh as Abu Alqama claimed, when 
he bragged unjustly: 
 
So the words "he did not sit" where replaced by " He did not do salam"  
 
And here also, they don't have any nuskhah, it is an error in publishing, an error that suits 
hanafi fiqh. 
 
Rather, it is one of his vain fancies fuelled by the flames of hatred for the Hanafis!  For 
those Hanafi scholars well before the days of Darul Ulum Deoband or other sections 
of the Hanafis of the Indian subcontinent did know of it by having some form of 
access to either a manuscript of the Mustadrak, or by relying on great and trustworthy 
scholars who were free from the accusation of willful tahreef of the narration at hand.   
 
If the likes of Abu Alqama are fair and stand for the ultimate truth, it would be in their 
interests to acknowledge that the manuscripts of the Mustadrak differ, and no Hanafi 
is known by name to have purposefully tampered with the said narration from earlier 
times.  Alas, the haughty ones are too arrogant to admit their shortcomings, though 
their calumny will not escape the judgement of Allah if they fail to make a sincere 
Tawba.  May Allah guide them and us.  Amin. 
 
 
Peace and Blessings on the Prophet Muhammad, his Family, and all his Companions. 
 
Abul Hasan 
London 
January 1st 2008/22nd Dhul Hijjah 1428 AH 
 


